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SURVEY CRITERIA
All surveys conducted in association with the Division of Historic ResoW'ces, Florida
Department of State, utilize the criteria for plac<:r::cm :::f !~! $ taric ;;ropcrtics on the National
Register of Historic Places as a basis -for site evaluations. In this way, the slU-vey results
can be used as an authoritative data bank for those agencies required to comply with both
state and federal preservation regulations. The criteria are worded in a subjective mmmer
in order to provide for the diversity of resources in the United States. The following is
taken from criteria published by United States Depm-tment of the Interior to evaluate
properties for inclusion in the National Register.
Criteria for Evaluation
The quality of significance in American history, architecture, archaeology, and cultlU'e
is present in districts, sites, buildings, structW'es, and objects that possess integrity of
location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, arid association, and:
A) that are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to broad
patterns of our history; or
B) that are associated with the lives of persons significant in the past; or

C) that embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or
that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual
distinction; or
D) that have yielded, or may be likely to yield, infomlation important in pre-history
or history.
Certain properties shall not ordinarily be considered for inclusion in the National
Register. They include cemeteries, birthplaces, or graves of historical figW'es, properties
owned by religious institutions or used for religious purposes, structW'es that have been
moved from their original locations, reconstructed historic buildings, properties primarily
commemorative in natW'e, and properties that have achieved significance within the past
fifty years. However, such properties will qualify if they are integral parts of districts that
do meet the criteria or if they fall within the following categories:
A) a religious properly deriving primary significance frOlll architectural or artistic
distinction or historical importance; or
B) a building or structure from its original location but which is significant primarily
for architectural value, or which is the slU-viving structure most importantly associated with
a historic person or event; or

C) a birthplace or grave of a historical figure of outstanding importance if there is
no appropriate site or building directly associated with his productive life; or
vii

D) a cemetery that derives its primary significance from graves of persons of
transcendent importance, from age, from distinctive design features, or from association
with historic events; or
E) a reconstructed building when accmately executed in a suitable environment and
presented in a dignified mallller as part of a restoration master plan, and when no other
building or structme with the same association has survived; or
F) a property primarily commemorative in intent if design, age, tradition, or symbolic
value has invested it with its own historical significance; or
G) a property achieving significance within the past fifty years if it is of exceptional
importance.
The Division of Historical Resomces utilizes the san1e criteria in a somewhat less
restrictive manner in selecting properties to be placed in the Florida Master Site File
(FMSF). This allows the office to record more properties of pmely state and local
significance than normally would be included in the National Register. It should be pointed
out that the FMSF is not a state historic register, but an inventory intended for use as a
planning tool and as a central repository of archival data on the physical remains of
Florida's history. Each individual file in the FMSF represents a permanent record upon the
loss of, or irreversible damage to, that particular property.
The survey tearn exan1ined all buildings in DeFuniak Springs that appe~n~d to be at
least fifty years old. Documents used in estimating the age of buildings included historic
subdivision plat maps and Sanborn Company maps of DeFuniak Springs, which were
prepared of the community 1912, 1922, 1929, and 1938. Also used in estimating building
age was architectmal evidence, which is based on comparisons of size and design of known
models and examples of historic buildings. Having received professional training in history,
architectme, or preservation and having surveyed hundreds of historic buildings, the smvey
tearn's combined experience extends across the Florida peninsula and panhandle, and
throughout many parts of the South. Buildings in DeFuniak Springs that had lost the
integrity of their original design and architectmal featmes were eliminated from the
inventory. Building integrity was evaluated using criteria established by the National
Register and the FMSF. Deterioration, extensive modifications, the use of an incompatible
exterior siding or windows, and porch enclosmes are typical alterations causing a building
to lose its integrity. TIle condition of the buildings surveyed was evaluated using standards
established by the National Register and the FMSF. The year 1940 was chosen as the cutoff date for the survey because it satisfies the fifty year criteria used by the National
Register, and more importantly, it allowed for the inclusion of nearly all significant historic
properties located within the survey area.
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SURVEY METHOD

Cultmal resomce management involves a series of activi ties carried out in succession.
The first activit} is 5"'YCY; wiJich b.y5 ,lie fowldation for all subsequent preselyation activity.
A survey is a systematic, detailed examination of historic properties within either thematic
or geographic limits. It is wldertaken to determine the exact natme, extent, and character
of historic properties. Using the definition of the National Park Service, historic properties
are buildings, structmes, objects, sites, or districts significant in national, state, or local
history or pre-histOly.
There are several methodologies for smvey. One approach is to define a particular
theme for examination. Thematic surveys are intended to identify all historic properties
of a given type within a given area and/or tinle period. A survey of county comthouses
or Spanish mission sites in Florida are exanlples of thematic types.
The second and more common survey is the geographic or area type. Area SWyeys,
when properly designed and executed, result in a comprehensive recording of all significant
themes and types of properties associated with them that are located within established
geographic boundaries. The geographic boundaries for a smvey might be a subdivision, a
downtown area, a residential neighborhood, or a political subdivision such as a town, city,
or county limit.
The goal of this swyey was to locate, identify, and evaluate the significance of the
standing structmes within DeFuniak Springs (Map 2).
Research revealed that
approximately twenty-five buildings in DeFwuak Springs had previously been listed in the
Florida Master Site File (FMSF) in Taliallassee. Because little information was contained
in those forms, those buildings were included in the survey and the existing files updated.
Two additional buildings, the Chautauqua Hall of Brotherhood and the Sidney J. Catts
House, had previously been listed in National Register of Historic Place, and they were also
included in the survey. Using survey professionals trained in the disciplines of history and
architectme, a total of 283 properties were recorded in the DeFuniak Springs sw·vey.
The methodology used in conducting historic property stU'veys consists of a series of
progressive steps. In the case of the DeFuniak Springs smyey, the ilutial level consisted of
research of existing historical literatme to determine the periods of development, activities,
and personalities sigJlificant to the development of the conullluuty, and to identify any
previously recorded historic buildings and standing structmes.
The intermediate level included field smvey to confi.rm the location of extant
properties, evaluation of preliminary research and field smyey, recording site data, and
compilation of an inventOlY. The condition of each building was evaluated using gJlidelines
established by the National Register, which is supervised by the U.S. Department of the
Interior, and the FMSF. Each building was assigned a condition that ranged from excellent,
good, fair, deteriorated, to ruinous. A subjective evaluation, condition was assessed based
upon visual inspection of structmal integrity, roof condition, exterior wall fabric, porches,
window treatments, foundation, and the general appearance of the building.
The third level consisted of an analysis of properties and the community by theme
and period of sigllificance, evaluation of the sigllificance and concentration of the historic
buildings, and recoll11l1endations for National Register nominations and locally recogJlized
landmarks. Centered around Lake DeFmuak, a historic district comprised of residential,
commercial, governmental, railmad, and religious buildings have potential for listing.
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Details of that district and buildings with individual potential for listing are outlined in the
Recommendations section of this report.
Survey needs to be distinguished from the registration, protection, and enhancement
phases of the preservation PIOCCSS. 3lll\' CY i~ the: [l!'-!dan:'o::nlal first step in what is the
ultimate goal of historic preservation: the protection and enhancement of significant
properties. Before significant properties can be protected and enhanced, they must be
located, identified, and evaluated. These are the tasks that should be accomplished during
the course of a survey. As!t logical consequence of survey, significant properties should be
registered or recognized for their significance. One of the most common errors associated
with historic preservation is the designation of historic properties before they and their
historical context are identified and documented through the slU'Vey process.
Registration is the formal evaluation and recognition of significant properties by
local, state, or federal governing bodies or agencies. It should be made clear that slU'Vey
and registration are separate but related activities, the former concerned with the activities
described above and the latter \vith the full documentation, formal evaluation, and official
recognition of those deemed at least locally significant. SlU'Vey and registration are most
efficiently carried out iIidependently, as attempts to combine them can result in undesirable
distortion or diffusion of effort. StU'Vey and registration achieve the most efficient results
when they are coordinated, that is, when the location and identification of historic
properties leads to full documentation, evaluation, and registration, and when registration
applications are prepared with benefit of survey information.
Once a historic property has been registered tlu'ough a formal review process using
qualified professionals and established criteria, it can then be protected or enhanced
through legal and financial means. Because no state register exists for Florida, the best
formal recognition of historic properties in DeFuniak Springs is the National Register of
Historic Places. Since the National Register recognizes properties that are at least locally
significant, those that are significant to the history of DeFuniak Springs have potential for
listing.
The format for recording stU'Vey data was the FMSF form for standing structures.
Forms were set up on a data processing program specifically designed to conform to
computerization codes established for the FMSF by the Bureau of Historic Presel'Vation.
The forms were updated as additional information was generated and then were printedout in hard copy. Analysis of the data, particularly the results of the field survey, was
facilitated by the D-Base program. Infonnation about historic properties was recorded on
a computer disk filing system and an inventory of those evaluated as significant to the
histOlY of DeFuniak Springs is provided in this report.
In accordance with the survey criteria 283 properties, all of them buildings, were
recorded during the course of the project. The survey teanl field inspected, photographed,
and recorded the location of each property on a base map or U.S. Geological Survey map.
The teanl noted its condition, integrity, and surroundings. After the completion of field
work, the team recorded the aforementioned information along with the legal description
of each property and its address.
The development of a historical context for evaluating properties in DeFuniak
Springs constituted a major portion of the survey. The consultant's team of historians
conducted a prelimimuy literature search, focusing generally on the chronological
development of the city, emphasizing iInportant events, individuals, and significant themes
associated with that development. They conducted research at the Walton County
x

Courthouse, DeFuniak Springs City HalJ, and Walton-DeFuniak Library. In addition to
those primary source areas, background research was performed at the Pace Library,
University of West Florida; St. Augustine Historical Society Library, St. Augustine; the
Florida State Library and the Library of the Bureau of Historic Preservation, botil in
TalJahassee; the P.K. Yonge Library of Florida History, University of Florida, Gainesville;
and the DuPont-BalJ Library at Stetson University. The research information formed the
basis for the preliminary and final historical reports.
Based on the visual reconnaissance, infOimation gleaned from cartographic sources,
newspapers, and other primary and secondary source materials, and discussions with
informants, the survey team established a range date of constmction for alJ standing
stmctures, and detennined an exact year for some. In most cases it proved impossible to
establish a firm date of construction. As a consequence, the survey tean1 entered an
approximate date with a "c." for circa before it. The results of the architectural and
historical research have been incorporated into the final report and on the FMSF forms.
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HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT OF DEFUNIAK SPRINGS

Introduction
The tollowing historical report is designed to form a basis for determining the
historic significance of buildings in DeFuniak Springs. Included are discussions of
significant themes, events, and personalities that effected the development of DeFuniak
Springs prior to World War II. Prepared in conjunction with this report, a survey of
DeFuniak Springs identifies and docwnents the community's historic buildings to assis t the
City of DeFuniak Springs and the Walton County Heritage Association in therr preservation .
of local historic resources.
The home of the historic Florida Chautauqua, DeFuniak Springs serves as the seat
of government for Walton County. William D. Chipley, a promoter of the Florida
Chautauqua movement and an official with the Louisville & Nashville Railroad, waS a
motivating force in the founding of the commwuty in the 1880s. The settlement's early
development was spurred by the railroad, the ii1'nber industry, and the commwuty's
association with the national Chautauqua Movement, which held arUlual winter conventions
there beginning in the late-nineteenth centwy. Landscape architecture principles developed
by Frederick Law Olmstead and later promoters of the City Beautiful Movement were
employed in the original 1880s town plan, which was arranged around a small lake from
which the cOll1ll1unity takes its name. A thriving settlement, DeFwuak Springs's population
soarer! from 672 to 2,017 between 1890 and 1910. In 1901, the town was incorporated, and
in thf' following decade important infrastructural i1'nprovements were established. DUJ.'ing
those decades the commercial district emerged and many large residences embodying
formal architectural styling were constructed around Lake DeFuniak and in the surrowlding
neighborhoods. That period of development ended in 1915, when the Chautauqua
Movement began to lose its popularity and the ti1'nber industry went into decline due to
World War I. Normally associated with a significant period of development in Florida
commUluties, the Florida land boom of the 1920s brought little development to DeFuruak
Springs. In the 1930s, with much of West Florida's forests in a depleted condition, the
economy of DeFuniak Springs continued to stagnate. Because little development has
occwTed there since the 1940s, much of the historic building fabric of DeFuniak Springs
remains intact. Possessing a significant concentration of Folk Victorian, Neoclassical, and
Queen Anne residential buildings, DeFuniak Springs's historic buildings are an important
part of Florida's rich architectUJ.'al legacy.
Prelustory
The earliest human settlement of Florida began about 15,000 B.C. Archaeologists
have identified that Paleo-Indians roamed the Walton County area near the end of the
Pleistocene Period some 12,000 years ago. Those irutial inhabitants practiced a relatively
nomadic lifestyle as hunters and gatherers. Later, the more sedentary tribes of the Weeden
Island, Fort Walton, and Pensacola cultUJ.'es of Northwest Florida settled in what became
Walton County. Although few archaeological excavations have been conducted in the
County, a nwnber of coastal midden and ceremonial mounds have been located in adjacent
areas and along the Choctawhatchee Bay. TIlese excavations have uncovered evidence of
a complex network of aboriginals that operated along the Gulf Coast and across West

Florida. Those Mississippian Period peoples were drawn to areas with an adequate source
of freshwater and an abundance of the deer, turkey, turtles, fowl, and fish that made up the
bulk of their diet. It is likely, given its position on a source for freshwater in the proximity
of known aboriginal occuparion, that, D~Funi:tk Springs was at some point occupied by
prehistoric Indians. Although some Clovis and Bolen points have been located in DeFuniak
Springs, furthcr archaeological investigation is necessmy to determ ine the nature and extent
of that occupation,'
Colonial Pcriods (1513-1820)
DeFuniak Springs occupies a relatively late role in the recorded histOlY of Florida.
Although several Spaniards explored Northwest Florida, little evidence exists to indicate
Spanish colonial activity in or nem' the present city. In the em'ly fifteenth century, Spaniards
fowld little to attract them to the northwest coast of Florida. The first Europeans to visit
the area were those of the fated expedition led by PaIlfilo Narvaez in 1528. Because of his
exploits in Mexico, Narvaez had been awarded a patent by Charles V to settle Florida.
After landing his expedition in Trunpa Bay, Narvaez sent his ships allead to the panhmldle
coast while he and his men marched itumld looking for gold. The rendezvous never took
place. In desperation, Narvaez and his followers constructed handmade boats, which they
attempted to sail to Mexico. Eight yem's later three sw'Vivors reached Mexico City.2
The Spmtish Crown sought to occupy the Florida peninsula for two essential reasons.
First, it desired to prevent its European rivals, principally Great Britain and France, from
constructing militruy positions in Florida from which they might menace Spain's South
American shipping routes. Second, Spanish priests desired to establish missions anlOng the
Indian tribes in the m·ea. Founded in 1565 for defensive purposes, St. Augustine became
Spain's first permanent settlement in Florida, Early attempts at settling the gulf coast,
including an expedition led by Tristan Arellano to the Pensacola m'ea in 1559, resulted in
failure. Not until the late seventeenth century, over a century after the establishment of
St. Augustine, did the Spanish establish a permaIlent foothold in Northwest Florida?
A number of Indian tribes occupied the area when the Spanish mTived. The
Pensacola, Chatot, Hitchiti, Koasati, Choctaw, Yuchi, and Y runasee were hunter/gatherer
tribes that lived off shellfish and grune. The SpaItim'ds brought with them virulent disease
strains to which the Indians had not developed immwtity. Whole tribes were ravaged by
influenza and other viruses. The changes wrought by trade with the European destroyed
the traditional ways of life for those who survived, The English, French, and Spanish all
used the Indians as pawns in their rivahy for domination of Florida. British settlement of
the Cm'olinas and Georgia in the late seventeenth century forced the compm'atively hostile
Creek south into Florida, where they intermarried with or killed off the remaining native

, Edward Femald, ed., Atlas of Flodda (Tallallassee, 1981), 18 and 62; FlO/ida COl/lily ALias (Tallahassee,
1988), 110; Jerald Milanich and Charles Fairbanks, Flodda Alciraeology (New York, 1980), 193-200.
2Brian Rucker, "Blackwater and Yellow Pine: The Development of Santa Rosa County, 1821'1865" (PhD.
diss., Florida State University, 1990), 1; Charlton Tebeau, A HislO/y of Flo/ida (Coral Gables, 1971),22-23.
3Rucker, "Santa Rosa County," 23,
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occupants. Despite repeated efforts, Spain failed to settle permanently any part of Florida,
except for St. Augustine during its fi.rst period of control. For its part in backing the
defeated French in the Seven Year's War, in 1763 the Spanish Crown sm"i"endered Florida
.
.
to England. 4
TIle British assmned control of a largely unpopulated peninsular colony. More than
3,000 people had abandoned Florida when the Spanish relinquished ownership. The sparse
population presented problems for the Crown in developing its new colony. Efforts to
encourage new settlement were initiated. The Proclamation of 1763 had offered easy terms
by which prospective settlers could obtain land grants. Articles in journals such as the
London Gazette told of extensive and rich agricultural lands and proclaimed the ease which
with they could be obtained. TIle Colonial Governor, James Grant, wrote extensive
promotional literature extolling the virtues of the healthy cli.mate and economic potential. 5
Although a few substantial plantations were established in northeast Florida, the
British did little to encourage development of the interior or panhandle areas. The Panton,
Leslie and Company, the most important mercantile firm in Colonial Florida, established
a trading post in Pensacola in 1785. Part of a network that ultimately spread throughout
much of the interior Southeast, the Pensacola trading post served as an entrepot for
company agents who conducted trade with the natives of surrounding interior lands. An
enormous demand for leather belts and bands to run the machines of European factories
formed the basis for the trade. Panton, Leslie agents exchanged blankets, guns, and metal
products for Indian deerskins. Timber, indigo, cattle, corn, tallow, bear grease, rice,
tobacco, salt fish, pecans, sassafras and oranges were also exported from the area during
the British Period. The Pensacola trading post continuecl t'J operate into the 18303.6
TIle return of Florida to Spain in 1784 retarded furtller economic development in
northwest Florida. With the departure of the British, the population of Florida declined
precipitously. In an attempt to stimulate settlement of the colony the Spanish emulated the
British by adopting liberal land policies. Unlike in other areas of their colonial empire, the
Spanish allowed non-Catholics to settle in Florida. The Spanish maintained a tenuous
grasp on the colony throughout their second period of ownership. Racked by European war
and domestic tm'moil, they were ill-prepared to contend with the border and internal chaos
that gripped Florida during the post-revolutionary era. Angry, homeless Indians, escaped
slaves, British arms merchants and slave traders, ilTepressible fTontiersmen, and adventurers
created foment and unrest. Colonial governmental policies designed to encom'age
immigration brought settlers from the Southeastern United States who were intent on
adding Florida to the Union. Established planters became increasingly alarmed by growing
violence. Criminals and other UllsayOl)' characters destroyed property and plundered
homes. Spanish efforts to suppress violence and dissention were weak.?

4Tebeau, Flo/ida, 43·73.
5 E.P . P;magopoulous, New Smyma: An Eigllteelllh Ceil/lilY Greek Odyssey (Brookline, (966), 10·11.
6William Coker and Thomas Watson, Illdian TradelS of Ihe Southeas/em Borderfallds: Pallloll, Leslie &
Company alld Joh" Fo/bes & Company, 1783·1847 (Gainesville, (986), 276-77, 363-70; C.N. Howard, "Some
Economic Aspects of Bdtish West F1odda, 1763'1768," JOllmal of SOlllhem Hi.;lmy VI (1940), 217.
? Junious Dovell, Flo/ida: HislOlic, Dramatic, ColllempOraty (New York, (952), 169·170; Tebeau, Florida, 103·

ll5.
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The political situation in West Florida became more dangerous each year as the
Indian population grew more difficult to control. American cattlemen in southern Alabama
competed with Creek Indians, who raised cattle in West Florida. Creek chieftain, William
Augustus Bowles incited nwnerous violent attacks on white settlements in {he pani1m;dle
between 1788 and 1803. Americans persisted in their efforts to acquire Spanish West
Florida. In 1810, a group headed by John Rhea captw'ed Mobile and declared the area
from the Pearl River to the Mississippi as the Independent Republic of West Florida.
Ignoring the revolution, President James Madison claimed the area first to the Perdido
River, and later the Iberville, as part of the original Louisiana Purchase. The western
boundary of Florida was reduced to its present configuration.a
During the second decade of the nineteenth century the United States becanle
anxious to acquire Florida. Over the years, Florida had presented several problems, which
threatened national security. The area provided a haven for runaway slaves and for
Seminole Indians involved in armed encounters with settlers residing in the southern
Georgia and Alabama. East Florida, in particular, provided a setting for contraband trade
and slave smuggling. Finally, with its borders adjoining Georgia and Alabama, Florida
could serve as a base of military operations by the Spanish or some other European power
against the United States. When Andrew Jackson invaded Florida during the First
Seminole War (1815-1818), it became clear that Spain no longer effectively controlled
Florida. Mounting pressure from the United States forced the signing of the Adanls-0nis
Treaty of 1819, but diplomatic posturing delayed the transfer of authority until 1821. 9
Territorial and Statehood Periods (1821-1860)
The United States Territory of Florida was established in 1821. Jackson was named
the first provisional governor. As one of his first acts, Jackson created St. Johns and
Escambia cowlties, the first two political subdivisions in the newly-formed territory.
Escambia County initially encompassed all of Florida west of the SuwaJU1ee River.
American acquisition of Florida encouraged immigration into the new territory, and real
estate speculation fueled a brief spurt of development. Several new counties were carved
out of Escambia. Walton County, which was named for George Walton, secretaJ), of- the
territory between 1821 and 1826, was created in 1824. The first seat of government in
Walton County was located at A1aqua. About ten years later, the COWlty seat was relocated
to the larger settlement of Eucheeanna. By 1825, the year of the territorial census, there
were 5,077 people in East Florida and 5,780 in West Florida. A total of thirty'eight Spanish
land grants in West Florida were confirmed by the Territorial GoverIUl1ent of Florida.
Land grants in the western panhandle, most of which were limited to the Escambia River
area, b~lon~ed chiefly to Americans who had settled their during the Second Spanish
occupation.

BRucker, "Blackwater and Yellow Pine," 5-7; Tebeau, Flolida, 104-113.
90oveU, Flolida, 169-170.
10 Ame/icall State Papers, PlIblic Lallds, 5 vols. (Washington, 1834),4: 181-182; Works Progress Administratiop,
Spallish Lalld Grallts ill Flo/ida, 5 vols, (Tallahassee, 1940); Tebeau, FlO/ida, 117, 134; Allen Morris, Flo/ida
Halldbook (Tallahassee, 1979),343-44; John McKinnon, HistO/y oj Waltoll COli lily (Gainesville, 1968), 60, 129130; Clarence Carter, ed., Tenitolial Papers oJ the Ullited States, Vols. 22-26, (Washington, 1956-1962),25:103.
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Emigration of Americans from the eastern seaboard into new tenitories intensified
dming the second and third decades of the nineteenth centmy. The efficient processing of
short staple cotton made possible by the invention of the cotton gin in 1793 opened the
interior south for the production of that i.mportant cash crop. With a -vast area of relatively
cheap and fertile land, West Florida became an attractive destination families from
agricultmal states throughout the South. Added to the ranks of the immigrant farmers,
were soldiers who sought employment and land after the standing army was cut in half at
the conclusion of the War of 1812. In an effort to establish communication and provide an
avenue for settlement, Congress appropriated funds for a road to connect Pensacola with
Tallallassee in 1824. Originally proposed to measw'e twenty-five feet in width, the
completed road was little more than a narrow trail laden with high stumps and unstable
causeways. Fmther complications'· stemmed from the numerous wetlands, streams, and
rivers that crossed its path. Coupled with the poor condition of the road bed, undependable
ferry service often caused irritating delays. Although significant appropriations were made
for the construction of the road between Pensacola and Marianna, residents of Walton
County indicated that the road remained impassable and petitioned Congress for additional
funding in 1842. For its lack of a navigable inland waterway, Walton County remained a
remote frontier dming the first half of the nineteenth century.11
Led by Neil McLendon, the first settlers of Walton County, most of whom were of
Scottish descent, migrated to the area in the 1820s. In search of pristine frontier, that group
sought isolation from outside distractions to practice their strict Presbyterian religion.
Looking for a utopia in which to practice their faith, the McLendon clan heard of territory
north of Choctawhatchee Bay. The area was inllabited by the Euchee Indians; a peac.eful
tribe that traded dried meats and deerskins with the Panton, Leslie and Company in
Pensacola. Their chief, Sam Story, spoke English, Spanish, and Euchee, and was well liked
and respected. The chief invited McLendon and his party to settle lands near the south
branch of Bruce Creek. Known as the Euchee Valley, that area is six miles south of
present-day DeFuniak Springs. '2
Copious springs, good soil, abundant game animals, fish, and hospitality bestowed
by the Euchee Indians, provided McLendon and his followers with comfortable homesteads.
Called Eucheeanna after the Euchee Indians and Anna McLean, the first female white
settler in the area, the small settlement prospered. Dming the 1820s and 1830s, additional
Presbyterian Scots trickled into the area. In 1827, a post office was established at the
settlement. Euchee valley settlers led a simple life style, raising grain for bread, cultivating
and processing sugarcane, fishing, and hunting wild game. Typical of European pioneers,
many settlers exploited the natural resomces to their limits by clearing land through freebmning, which destroyed animal habitats. Fish and big game were killed indiscriminantly.
Those farming and hunting practices brought discord between the settlers and Euchee
Indians. Instead of waging war, a council between the Ellchee and the settlers was held in
which grievances were discussed. Chief Story voiced concern for the conservation of the
land and animals. For a time, the settlers and the Euchee managed an uneasy coexistence.
11 Tebeau, Flotida, 140-141; Works Progress Administration, Flotida: A GlIide to the SOllthel1l11l0st State (New
York, 1939),446; Carter, TenitOlial Papels, 24: 319,722,547,25: 228,26: 433; Malcolm Johnson, Red, White, and
BllIebloods ill FrO/llier. Flotida (Tallallassee, 1976),4.
12McKirulOn, Walton COll/lly, 12.
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After the death of Chief Story in 1832, however, the Euchee tribe moved out of Walton
County, leaving the land uncontested to the Scottish settlers.13
Four years after the Euchee Indians left Walton County, the Second Seminole War
erupted. The warfare, which lasted [rum 133.3 to 13·12,.: :1gc:c thm,:ghuut much of Florida.
Bloody engagements were fought betWeen Jacksonville and the Suwannee River, south to
Lake Okeechobee. In western Florida the main tlu'eat came from the Creek Indians of
southern Alabama. Following an Indian massacre of fanlilies in neighboring Santa Rosa
County, Walton County residents ballded together to patrol the al'ea surrounding their
homesteads. Ultimately, the local militia was able to confine the Indians to the
Choctawhatchee Bay area. Although less frequent than in the main theater of the Wal' east
of the Suwannee River, Indian attacks in the Walton County proved a serious impediment
to settlement during the conflict. With the decrease in the threat of Indian attack after
1842, Walton County again became an attractive place for homesteaders. Through a bal'ter
system people traded produce and grain for the necessities they could not Produce, such as
salt, coffee, spices, and nails. Previously settlers had traveled to Pensacola for necessities,
but the end of the war brought the first trading posts to Eucheeanna. Between 1830 and
1860 nWllerous families, many of which had slaves, migrated to Walton County. DW'ing
that period several counties were carved out of Walton. Despite the loss in territory alld
the accompanyinlj settlers, tlle Walton County's population neal'ly tripled from 1,207 in 1830
to 3,037 by 1860. 4
Florida was admitted into the Union in 1845 as a slave state. Tallahassee beCallle
the state capitol and sent to Congress its first senators, David Levy Yulee and J alnes
Westcott. The slave issue dominated state and national politics during the 1~50s.
Substantial settlement occurred throughout the state during the antebellwn period, leading
to the creation of twenty-six counties by 1845. By 1860, the nWllber of Florida counties had
increased to thirty-seven. The year before the Civil War, the average farm size in Walton
County measw'ed less than 200 acres, with little of that land improved. The average fal-mer
owned few slaves and most farms were valued under $2,500. Although some cotton and
tobacco was grown in the area, the primary crops were corn, sweet potatoes, peas, and some
rice, which was cultivated along the Choctawhatchee Bay. Due to the Indian Wal'S and the
persistence of the 1837 economic recession, few plantations were located in the county.15
Civil War and Reconstruction (1861-1879)
In 1861, Florida seceded from the Union and devoted its resources to the war effort.
Although clusters of loyal citizens located at Pensacola, Mal'ialilla, and Milton had hoped
13McKinnon, Walton COlmty, 21-26, 72-80; Alford Bradbury and E. StOlY Hallock, A Chmnology of FlO/ida
Post Offices (Vero Beach, 1962), 27.
14 John Mahon, HistO/y of the Second Seminole Indian War, 1835-1842 (Gainesville, 1967); McKinnon, Walton
COl/lily, 41-43, 60-63, 109-120, 131; Works Progress Administration, "Creation of Counties in Flodda, 1820 to
1936"; Florida Department of Agriculture, "Sectional Map of Florida," (Tallahassee, 1925).
15Sam Hilliard, Atlas of Antebelll/111 SoU/hem Agdcl/ltllre (Baton Rouge, 1984),31-44,57-77.
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to delay secession 01' postpone it indefinitely, most Floridians were anxious to sever the
national bonds. Many male citiiens abandoned farms and conmlUnities to enlist in
regiments that fought in the northern Confederate states. The resultant manpower drain
~,,:ved to push the Florida economy to virtual bankruptcy.
In 1862, j acksQi1l'ille, St.
Augustine, and Pensacola were captured by Union forces with little opposition. Union
steamships patrolled the coastline, including the Choctawhatchee Bay area. The
disorganized Confederate forces failed to contain Union forces in many areas. In Walton
COWlty several small naval engagements were fought along the Choctawhatchee Bay. In
1864, Union forces led from Pensacola by General Alexander Ashboth raided Marianna,
destroying the ferry at the Choctawhatchee River in the process. At the Eucheeanna
settlement, those forces captured horses, arms, and a dozen prisoners, including militia,
cavalry officers, and beef contractors.Sigrillicant events and changes occw;red during the
period, including the eventual abolition of slavery, the end of the plantation economy, and
a decline in overall agricultural production. During the war, Florida developed its cattle
and salt industries, supplying many of the needs of the Confederacy.16
The end of the Civil War brought a new set of problems to Florida. The drain of
manpower and natural resources left an economy in shambles. Statewide property values
dropped by nearly one-half from $47 million in 1860 to $25 million by 1865. Emancipation
cost farmers and plantation owners an estimated $22 million in slave value. The end of the
war also brought anarchy to West Florida. Bands of fonner soldiers, deserters, and
criminals terrorized the population. Local govenmlents collapsed and in 1866 several West
Florida cOlulties were placed under martiallaw. 17
Still, Florida, with its vast te1:ritOry of . unsettled lands, possessed nn untapped
potential that made it an attractive target for settlers dW'ing the era of Reconstruction. In
an attempt to promote tourism, a nunlber of businesses published guides of the state,
extolling its virtues and opportunities during the 1870s. Typically, those guides focused on
North and Central Florida, with little attention devoted to West Florida. In 1876, Sidney
Lanier, a noted poet, briefly outlined West Florida, indicating that, "the Scotch settlement
along the Uchee Valley, in Walton County, centering about Ucheearllla, is worthy of
mention." Later, in 1884, George Barbour, the author of several travel guides, failed to
mention any part of West Florida, except for Pensacola. Although Walton County's
population had increased by 1880, its agricultural output had declined and the region
remained a vi.rtual frontier. The unsettled economy brought about by the Civil War and
Reconstruction persisted. 18

16 Jolm Johns, Flodda Dilling Ihe Ovil War (Gainesville, 1963); Tebeau, Flodda, 199-220; McKinnon, Walton
COllllly, 269'339; War 0/ Ihe Rebellion, Official Records 0/ Ihe Union and Con/ederale Al1nies, 128 vols.
(Washington, 1891), 35: 443-44; Official Mililaty Alias 0/ Ihe Ovil War (Washington, 1891; facsimile edition, New
York, (978), plate 147.
17JerreU Shofner, Nor It OverYel: FlO/ida Dilling Ihe Era of ReCOnSInIClion, 1863·I1f77 (Gainesville, (974),
17-18, 134,262; Rucker, "Blackwater and Yellow Pine," 2-16.
18Sidney Lanier, Flodda: lIS Scenery, Oimate, and HislOIY (Philadelphia, (876), 148-50; George Barbour,
Flodda For TOlllislS, Invalids, and Selliels (New York, 1884).
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Post-Reconstruction Through World War I: The Founding and the Primary Peliod of
Development of DeFlUuak Springs (1880-1919)
In the 1&80s, the ro;!roBd ilnd timber industries brought about the first significant
period of development in West Florida, and led to the founding of DeFuniak Springs. Prior
to the Civil War, several railroads had constructed branch lines around Tallahassee and
Pensacola, but through service between those commlUuties was not established. Dependent
on waterways and poorly graded roads for their transportation needs, settlers believed that
the lack of a railroad hindered development in West Florida. They saw tremendous
potential for the development of a naval stores industry in the thousands of acres of virgin
pine forest located in West Florida. The exploitation of that resource, however, had to wait
for the establishment of rail service to the area. 19
During the 1880s, WiIIianl Chipley, a prominent politician and businessman, played
a significant role in the development of a viable railroad system in West Florida. Chipley,
a division superintendent with the Louisville and Nashville Railroad (L & N), also served
as vice president of the Pensacola and Atlantic Railroad (P & A), which was incorporated
in 1881 to connect Pensacola with ChattallOochee. Other L & N Railroad officials ihat
became involved in the development of the P & A RailJOad included Fred DeFuniak, who
served as its president, and Cushman Quarrier, who was secretary-treasurer of the line.
Other officers of the P & A, including Thomas T. Wright, A.L. McCaskill, and A.D.
McKinnon, had already established themselves in Walton County and later becanle involved
in the developmeJ1 t of DeFuniak Springs. 20
Construction of the P & A started in Pensacola in 1881.. The first regular ~ervice
between Chattalloochee and Pensacola began in 1883. As part of a "Iand-for-track" deal
implemented by the Florida Legislature in the 1880s, railroad companies received thousands
of undeveloped acres for each mile of track they constructed. Chipley and the P & A
Railroad received nearly 3 million acres of land in West Florida, some of which was in
Walton County and the area that became DeFuniak Springs. The railroad did not run
tlrrough any established settlement in Walton County, a tactic directed by Chipley to lower
construction costs and rights-of-way acquisition, and to take advantage of the pine forests
in West Florida. Hoping also to aui'act tourist traffic, Chipley ran the tracks along a ridge
of land that he felt offered the best scenery in the -area. Because of its natural beauty, the
area of what became DeFuniak Springs was included in the route. Within several years,
other new settlements emerged along the tracks, including Bonifay, Caryville, Chipley, and
Crestview. Later, older towns located off the right-of-way went into decline. It was soon
became apparent, however, that the P & A would not prove profitable due to its small
amount of trackage and light passenger and freight loads. To resolve the problem, Chipley

19 Jerrell Shofner, "Roosevelt's Tree Army: The CCC in Florida," FlO/ida HistO/ical QI/aneliy 65 (April 1987),
434-435; William Gober, "Lumbering in Florida," SOl/them LWllbenllall (December 1956), 104-105; C.H.
Overman, "After 111 Years, Bagdad Reaches the End," SOil/hem LI/mber lOl/mal (March 1939), 16,71; Pellsacola
Gazette, May 9, 1835 and April 30, 1836.
20Dudley Johnson, 'The Railroads of Florida, 1865-1900," Ph.D. diss., Florida State University, 1965, 116135; George Pettengill, 'The StOlY of the Florida Railroads, 1834-1903," Railway alld Locomotive HistO/ical Society
86 (June 1952), 115-116.
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engineered a merger of the bankru~t
line with the L & N Railroad in 1891. 1
The founding and early
development of DeFuniak Springs,
named for Fred DeFuniak, general
manager of the L & N Railroad, dates
from the mid 1880s. First named
"Funiak" by the postal service in 1882,
the name of the settlement was later
changed to "Lake DeFuniak." Believing
that the name Lake DeFwuak lacked
charisma and hoping to encourage
tourists to the area, Chipley and the
other promoters changed the name of
the settlement to DeFuniak Springs in
1885. The lake around which the town
grew is located some 250 feet above sea
level at one of the highest points in
Florida. Initially referred to as "Open
Pond," the circular lake measures nearly
one mile in circwnference and is over
sixty feet in depth. The beauty of the
lake and surrounding landscape
attracted the attention of the railroad
developers. Involved in the national
Chautauqua Movement, Chipley,
DeFUIuak, W. J. Van Kirk, and other
West Florida businessmen envisioned
the area around the lake as a camp
meeting site.22
Founded in the 1870s by
Methodist clergyman, John Vincent, the
Chautauqua
Movement promoted
popular education through lecture-study groups and reading circles. From its base in
Chautauqua County, New York, the movement's prime objectives were to facilitate the
dissemination of social, intellectual, and religious ideas. The Chautauqua Movement also
provided a platform for the discussion of political issues, in addition to setting a standard
for cultural entertainment that included music and theater. The movement spread
throughout the Uluted States during the late-nineteenth centmy in response to waves of

21 Johnson, 'The Railroads of Florida," 116-135; Pettengill, 'The Story of the Florida Railroads," 115-116;
Dean Debolt, The Flolida Chautauqua: All Ove/view of Its History alld Its Cultural Impact Oil West FlO/ida,
Pensacola, 1984,2;"Fillallcial Review of Commerce, Ballkillg, alld Illvestmellts (New York, 1894),75-76.
22 Hallock, et aI., "Florida Post Offices," 21; Joseph Gould,
ix, 3-5, 85.
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Chautauqua Movemellt (Albany, 1961), vii-

enthusiasm for self-improvement, social betterment, and reform. Its cUITicuhull merged
recreation with educational instruction. Entertainment encompassed performances by select
artists, choirs, string and cornet bands, and public orators. There were two major
educational branches of the Challtauqua organization - the Sunday-school Nor!nal
Department for training teachers, and the Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle. By
1887, a combined total of 70,000 people were emolled in the two programs. 23
Embracing the principles of the Chautauqua Movement, Chipley, c.c. Banfill, T.T.
Wright, W.J. Van Kirk, W.F. McCormick, AH. Gillet, and L.W. Plank organized the first
Chautauqua meeting in Florida at DeFuniak Springs in 1884. Gillet, a Methodist minister,
served as organizer and coordinator, distributing 200,000 pamphlets advertising the event.
Chipley and other railroad officials made special aITangements to provide discount fares for
people attending the meeting. The program, which lasted nearly one month, consisted of
lectures in agriculture, forestry, geology, and theology. Portrait painting, cooking, etching,
pottery, wood carving and taxidermy classes were other activities in which Chautauquans
participated. The success of this first meeting prompted Chipley and the other organizers
to incorporate the Florida Chautauqua Association in 1885. Made possible through the
efforts of Chipley, the L & N Railroad donated to the Association land around Lake
DeFuniak, which the Association later subdivided selling building lots to support itself. 24
The high educational and social ideals of the Florida Chautauqua was evident in the
ilillovative layout of DeFuniak Springs. Platted in 1884 and revised in 1886 by the Lake
DeFuniak Land Company, the town plan encompassed 208 acres surrounding the lake.
Devised by the L & N Railroad's land agent, W.J. Van Kirk, the plan inc!!!ded building lots
for '1 courthouse, churches, and a railroad station. The main avenues e~~~l1ated like spokes
in a wheel from a broad circular drive around the lake. Other circular drives intersected
\vith the avenues farther out. On its fringes, the plan conformed to a standard rectangular
grid pattern. With an acute sense of proportion, Van Kirk landscaped a promenade around
the lake that measured nearly 250 feet in width. Parks, walkways, kiosks, and an
amphitheater were also provided for in the plan. 25
Van Kirk's plan for DeFuniak Springs is a relatively early example of a planned
community in Florida. It was influenced by the work of Frederick Law Olmstead and other
contemporary landscape architects, who deplored the strict orthogonal grid plans, which
were often applied in disregard to an area's natural features. In Florida, where developers
and speculators interested in quick sales adopted it as a means for standardizing lot sizes,
the grid plan was the dominant form of land subdivision. Not until the City Beautiful
Movement swept the nation in the late 1890s and early twentieth century did the tenets

23HaUock, et al., "Florida Post Offices," 21; Tebeau, Flo/ida, 344; Joseph Gould, The Challlallqlla Movelllel/l
(Albany, 1961), vii-ix, 3-5, 85.
24 Nita Pyburn, The Flo/ida Chautauqua (Tallahassee, n.d.), 3-5; Rowland Rerick, Mellloirs of FlO/ida, 2 vols.
(Atlanta, 1902), 2: 360; Harty Cutler, Histo/y of Fio/ida, Past al/d Present, Histo/ical al/d Biographical, 3 vols.
(Chicago, 1923), I: 576; William Chipley, Facts About FlO/ida (Pensacola, 1887), 37.
25Plat Maps, Walton County Courthouse, DeFuniak SpIings, Florida; William Wilson, The City Beautiful
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FIGURE 1
Lake DeFuniak Land Company Plat of DeFuniak Springs, 1886
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of Olmstead and his followers make a significant impact on town planning. It is a tribute
to the far thinking Van Kirk that his plan predates the creation of that the City Beautiful
Movement by some fifteen years. 26
Benefitting from land development activities, a mild wiuter ciimatc, and l11t AilUl'e
of its natural beauty, DeFuniak Springs annually attracted thousands of visitors, who
participated in Chautauquas that equaled the success of the first meeting. Other groups
besides Chautauquans became interested in establishing ties with the emerging community.
In 1886, the Florida State Teacher's Association was created at DeFuniak Springs.
Although the teacher's association no longer met at DeFuniak Springs after 1890, its
relationship with the Florida Chautauqua remained strong into the twentieth century.
Encouraged by the growth of the community and the reputation it seemed to gain almost
instantly as the Chautauqua's winter resort, the Florida Legislatw'e in 1887 provided funding
for a Normal School at DeFwuak Springs. The school was maintained b¥ the state until
the Buckman Act reorganized Florida's higher education system in 1905.2
.
DeFuniak Springs experienced significant physical growth during the last fifteen years
of the nineteenth century. Its population, which numbered 672 in 1890, nearly trebled to
1,661 by 1900. A tremendous amount of building activity accompanied the growth in
population. Within two years of its founding in 1885 approximately 125 buildings had been
constructed in the town. Among the most sigtlificant were the Hotel Chautauqua, the
Octagon Cottage, and the DeFuniak Springs Library. Built in 1884, the Hotel Chautauqua
(demolished) offered first class accommodations in both lodging and cuisine at the
northwest corner of the lake. Located at 15 West Circle Drive, the Octqgon Cottage was
constructed immediately south of the hotel in .about 1885. It is amonr; tile oldest extant
buildings in DeFuniak Springs. Erected for Wallace Bruce, an influential personality in
developing the Florida Chautauqua, the Octagon Cottage was used as a craft shop during
the camp meetings. The design for the cottage was taken from the Poetry House in
Chautauqua, New York. In 1887, the DeFUluak Springs Ladies Library Association
sponsored the construction of a library. The wood fTame building was constructed on the
west side of the lake at 460 West Circle Drive by W.T. May, a local builder who operated
in a partnership with William Dryer, an architectmal and construction business in DeFuniak
Springs. The library building survives today as the oldest continually operated library
facility in Florida. 28
A number of important residential buildings were also constructed dming the town's
late nineteenth centmy development. Typical of the architectw'e of the period are the
Frame Vernacular Thomas Wright House at 301 West Circle Drive and the Colonial
Revival design employed on the Edward Holton House at 410 East Circle Drive, built in
1884 and 1887, respectively. The Queen Atme style residence at 606 Live Oak Avenue was
26Wilson, Gty Beallliful Movemelll, 1-29,75-95.
27Pyburn, Flodda Chautauqua, 3, 8-9; Chipley, Facts About FlOlida, 29-30.
28 Third Allllual Sessioll of the Florida Chautauqua Assembly at DeFu1liak Spri1lgs, FlOlida, Program
Handbook (Pensacola, 1887),4-12; Blair Reeves, ed., Guide to Florida's Historic Architecture (Gainesville, 1989),
10-11; Bureau of the Census, Tenth Census, 1880 Populatioll (Washington, 1880), 119; Bureau of the Census,
Twelfth Census, 1900, Populatioll (Washington, 1901), 96; Walton County Chamber of Comrr,erce, "Historic
Homes and Buildings of DeFwuak Springs," [nformation leaflet, n.d.; "Octagon Cottage Uluque," Vertical Files,
Waiton-DeFwliak LibralY.
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constructed about 1890. Listed in the National Register of Historic Places, the residence
served as the home of Sidney 1. Catts, who served as governor of Florida from 1916 to
1920. A good example of two-story wood Frame Vernacular construction with a tiered
veranda and thl"e:::-story sC!l;are pavilion tower, the residence at 101 West Circle Drive was
constructed about 1890 for George Heruy, a physician with the L & N Railroad.
Residential construction was augmented by development in other areas of the town. A
defined commercial area grew along Baldwin Avenue, between Eighth and Niuth streets.
Also a number of churches were constructed, includin~ the extant St. Agatha's Episcopal
Church, constructed at 205 West Circle Drive in 1896. 9
A thriving lumber industty and the continued popularity of the Chautauqua
Movement fostered sustained growth in DeFuniak Springs throughout the Progressive Era
of the early twentieth century. In an effort to provide a tax base for the raising of funds
for infrastt1.1Cturai improvements DeFuniak Springs was incorporated as a city in 1901.
During the first decade of the century water and sewerage systems were extended to most
areas of the community and work on an electric power plant was begun. Brick commercial
buildings began to replace wood frame structures that were destroyed by a devastating fire
that swept through the downtown area in 1898. Constructed about 1882, the L & N
Railroad passenger station was demolished and then rebuilt at 19 West Baldwin Avenue
in 1912. By that year, many of the conunercial buildings that now front along Baldwin
Avenue between Sixth and Ninth streets had been constructed. 3D
Coinciding \vith the expansion of city services, residential construction increased
during the first two decades of the twentieth century. Many of the impressive houses that
stand arounri .I1('! lake date from that period. Constructed about .1900 in the Queen Anne
style, the residence at 219 West Circle Drive was built by the Graves brothers, who were
locallwnbermen. One of the most striking was constructed in the Neoclassical style about
1901 for S.l<. Gillis, a local attorney, at what is now 104 East Circle Drive. Another large
house added to Circle Drive during the period was the Kelmeth Bruce House (402 West
Circle Drive). Designed in the Colonial Revival style by William Dryer, a local architect,
the residence was constructed in 1907, probably by W.T. May, who collaborated with Dryer
on a number of local buildings. Built about 1912 by the Harris Construction Company, the
Tatom House at 315 Circle Drive is representative of the smaller homes that were
interspersed among the grandiose residences of the lake area. 31
29 Pellsacola Commercial, September 24, November 29, 1884; Blair Reeves, ed., Guide to Flodda's !-listodc
AJChitecture (Gainesville, 1989), 10-11; Bureau of Ule Census, TenUI Census, 1880 Populatioll (Washington, 1880),
119; Bureau of Ule Census, TwelfUI Census, 1900, Populatioll (Washington, 1901), 96; Department of State,

Division of HistoIicai Resources, F10Iida Master Site File, Tallallassee, Sidney J. Catts House (8WL96), BowerCampbell House (8WL212); Clyde Miller, "Early DeFuniak SpIings," Unpub. mss., DeFuniak Springs, 1989,8;
Walton County Chamber of Conmlerce, "Historic Homes and Buildings of DeFtmiak Springs," n.d.; Walton
County HeIitage Association, "1990 Calendar," DeFwliak Springs, 1990; Pyburn, Flodda Chautauqua, 37-38.
3D Morton Winsberg, comp., Flodda's !-listOlY Through lts Places (Tallahassee, 1988), 86; Bureau of Ule
Census, 1930, Populatioll, 215; Ord. Bk. I, No. 113, DeFuniak Springs City Hall; DeFlllliak Spdllgs Breeze, Janumy
2, 1913.

31 Bureau of the Ce!'.Eus, ThirteenUI Census, 1910, Population (Washington, 1913),310; Bureau of Ule Census,
Fifteenth Census, 1930, PopulatiOlI (Washington, 1931), 215; Sanborn Map Company, Fire IllSurallce Map of
DeFulliak Sp/illgs, Walton COIIII/Y, Flodda (New York, 1912); Miller, "Early DeFwliak Springs," 10-12; Reeves,
Flo/ida's His/ocic A/chi/ee/llre, 11; Walton County Chamber of Commerce, "HistOlic Homes and Buildings of
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Indicating the breadth and resources developed by the Chautauqua Movement
nationally and statewide, the Florida Chautauqua constructed a large auditorium at
DeFuniak Springs in 1909. Originally named the Hall of Brotherhood, the 4,000 seat
auditorium was built at a cost of $25,000. TIle de.;.igl1 for the Neoclassical style structure
was based on the original Chautauqua building in western New York state. The wood
frame building rises two stories and is crowned by a dome and cupola. Full-height porticos
define the entrances and limits of the building. The most significant extant building
associated with the Chautauqua Movement in Florida, the auditoriwn was listed in the
National Register of Historic Places in 1972.32
Despite the rapid development that DeFuniak Springs experienced during the
Progressive Era, there were signs of an impending economic instability. The lumber and
naval stores industries, which had played an important role in the economy of DeFuniak
Springs since its founding, suffered seriously from the over-cutting of West Florida pine
forests. Sustaining the lumber and naval stores industries in Florida for over one-half
century, pine forests in Florida, which had totaled nearly 16 million acres in the 1880s, had
been reduced to a mere 3 million by 1910. Forest depletion combined with severe cuts in
Iwnber exports to Europe during World War I forced the industry into significant decline
after 1915?3
At the same time, DeFuniak Springs's prestige as Florida's center for Chautauqua
camp meetings began to dwindle. Although the Chautauqua Movement made important
advances during the Progressive Era, the nature of the movement at the national and local
levels began to change. Some of those changes were evident in the 1890s, when Chipley
died and Wallace Bruce, an accomplisl1"'rl Chautauqua speaker, asswned the presidency of
the Florida Chautauqua. To increase its popularity and revenues, Bruce changed the
emphasis of the Chautauqua from education to entertainment. By 1903, alllual programs
differed markedly from those of the 1880s and early 1890s. References to educational
classes and religious teachings were replaced by entries devoted to entertailllnent and
political lectures. The cOlllection with the state teacher's association, another important
component of early Florida Chautauquas, was also dropped. Although its influence had
spread to the national level, the movement began to falter from its lack of focus. During
the early 1900s, DeFuniak Springs lost much of its prestige as Florida's primary Chautauqua
community. Development tlu'oughout the peninsula demanded that the movement cater to
the needs of Floridians located far from the panhandle. By 1910, annual Chautauquas were
held at Gainesville, Lake City, Melbourne, Orlando, and St. Petersburg.34

DeFuniak Springs"; Walton County Heritage Association, "WalkUlg Tour of Historic Homes Arowld Ule Circle,"
DeFuniak Springs, n.d. The Tatom House infonnation was obtained from the current residents.
32National Register of Historic Places, "Chautauqua Hall of BroUlerhood," 1972, 1975 (update); Charles
Tumer, compo "DeFuniak Springs and Walton County, Florida," DeFuniak Sp.ings, 1914,9'10; Debolt, Flo/ida

Chautauqua, 8.
33Bureau of U,e Census, ThirteenUl Census, 1910, Mallu/aclllres (Washington, 1912), 204; Bureau of the
Census, 1914, Mallu/actures (Washington, 1918), 254; Bureau of Ule Census, ThirteenUl Census, Agriculture
(Washington, 1913),280; Debolt, Flo/ida Chautauqua, 7'8; Shofner, "Roosevelt's Tree Army," 434'435; Gober,
"Lumbe.ing in Florida," 104-105; Ovennan, "After 111 Years, Bagdad Reaches the End," 16, 71.
34 Pybum, Florida Challtauqua, 9'10, 24; Sanborn Map Company, Fire Illsurallce Map
Walton COllll/y, Florida (New York, 1912); Debol~ Florida Challtauqua, 7·8.
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0/ DeFulliak SprillgS,

Florida Land Boom Through the Great Depression (1920-1940)
During the 1920s, Florida entered an exuberant period of development and economic
expansion. The so' called "Great Florida Lal1l1 Boom" beg::Ul WnlOst w_'1lcdiatel y after
World War 1. Although cities in South Florida, particularly Miami, were the sites of the
most spectacular growth, few areas of the state were unaffected by boom. In virtually every
city and towu new subdivisions were platted and lots sold and resold for quick profits.
Located far from the avenues of transportation that brought investors and tourists to
Florida, West Florida's share in that growth was marginal. Property assessments in Walton
County rose only $1,000,000 during the 1920s, and its population increased by only about
1,500 by decade's end. Enti.rely inadequate, the county's road system consisted of little
more than a macadam roadbed, which extended for a short distance on either side of
DeFuniak Springs. A number of Walton County conununities, including Eucheeanna and
Glendale, experienced sharp population declines during the 1920s.35
.
Along with the rest of Walton County, DeFuniak Springs remained vi.rtually stagnant
during the land boom. Lacking tourist income, the local economy became almost solely
dependent on the sagging lumber industry. Possessing some untouched reserves of pine
. forests, Walton County came to the attention of Pensacola based hmlber companies, who
purchased large tracts of forest there to keep their mills operating. Aware of the economic
opportunity still afforded in lumber processing, one of DeFuniak Springs' largest lumber
mills was developed following World War 1. Established in 1920 on the L & N tracks west
of town, the W.B. Harbeson Lumber Company constructed a large facility capable of
processing 20 million board feet of hunber annually. Maintaining its own railroad that ran
to forests ten miles to the north, the Harbeson Company had a significant operation that
included tramways, log ponds, saw and planing mills, and storage sheds. Although the
Harbeson Company continued to operate into the 1940s, most of that facility has been
demolished. Perhaps the only resource left associated with the lumber industry in
DeFwliak Springs, is the original front office of the Harbeson Company. That one-story
brick building presently serves as the office for the Choctawhatchee Electric Cooperative,
Inc. 36
In the 1920s, only a handful of residential subdivisions were established in DeFuniak
Springs. Larger developments, such as the McCaskill subdivision platted in 1922, were
generally located several blocks from the lake and on the fringes of the area platted by the
Lake DeFuniak Land Company. Several smaller areas, such as the subdivision of block 498
platted by Julia Randall in 1927, were carved from undeveloped blocks in the land
company's original plat. Residential construction during the period was limited to about
forty buildings, many of them small dwellings scattered throughout the area. Few

35Tebeau, Flodda, 378-392; Florida Department of State, Flodda, AnAdvallcillgState, 1907-1927 (Tallahassee.
1928), 14,266; Florida Department of Agriculture, "Sectional Map of Florida," (Tallallassee, 1925); Bureau of
Ule Census, FifteenUl Census, 1930, Poplliatioll, 214-15.
36Sanbom Map Company, Fire IlIslIrallee Map of DeFulliak Spillgs, Walton COllllty, F/odda, 1922, 1929, 1938
(update); Donald Bragaw, "Status of Negroes in a SouUlern Port City in the Progressive Era: Pensacola, 18961920," Flodda Histolieai Qu(Uterly 51 (Janualy 1973),296-297.
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conunercial buildings were erected in the 1920s. Two of those are the Masomy Vernacular
buildings at 16-20 East Baldwin Avenue and at 1 West Nelson Avenue. Some larger public
and religious buildings were also constructed. The First Presbyterian Church, located at the
nClnh end of the lake, was constructed in 1923 at a cost of $45,000. Replacing an eariy
twentieth century building, the present Walton County Courthouse was constructed in 1926.
A.c. Samford, a Birmingham, Alabama contractor, constructed the building from a desi.fn
draw by the Pensacola-based architectural firm of Warren, Knight, Davis, and Yonge?
With its fortunes tied to the declining lwnber industry and Chautauqua Movement,
DeFuniak Springs's development was lackluster and moderate in the 1920s. As part of a
nationwide trend experienced by the organization during the 1920s, the Florida Chautauqua
collapsed in 1925, with the national movement collapsing in 1932. That decline was geared
to the mass production of the automobile and the development of the radio, both of which
dramatically effect American culture in the 1920s. With the demise of the Chautauqua,
DeFuniak Springs lost its most significant cultural association and tourist attraction in an
era when much of the rest of Florida was booming?8
In spite of those economic hardships, the population of DeFuniak Springs increased
slightly from 2,097 in 1920 to 2,636 by 1930. The city was able to continue its moderate
development throughout the late 1920s, despite the collapse of the Florida land boom.
Development slowed after 1929, when the stock market crash lead to the Great Depression.
The full brunt of the Depression made its impact in the early 1930s. Between 1929 and
1933, 148 Florida state and national banks collapsed. As deposits and investments fell,
unemployment increased and by 1933, nearly one out of four Floridians was receiving some
type of IJublic assistance. In West Florida, the region's industries of lumbering and naval "
stores, the railroad, fishing, and livestock, which had alleviated some of the economic strain
during previous hard times, did little to buoy local economies. Development in DeFuniak
Springs during the Depression was limited to small projects. A few residences were
constructed along streets near the lake. Close to the commercial district, St. Margaret's
Catholic Church, a small masonry building at 111 East Nelson Avenue, was constructed
about 1935. Farther west at 102 West Nelson Avenue, a small filling station was
constructed about 1938. One of few structures added along Circle Drive in the 1930s, the
Lakeside Building was constructed in 1938 to serve as a hospital. About 1938, the Florida
Department of Transportation, which had established a headquarters and shop east of town
about 1929, expanded that facility with several buildings. Those buildings continue to house
offices for the transportation department. In the commercial district, a new post office was
also constructed at 2 West Nelson avenue in 1939. Designed by Louis Simon, an architect
with the U.S. treasury department, the building was constructed by Newman Brothers
Construction Company of Cincinnati, Ohio, at a cost of $19,000. 39
37Sanborn Map Company, Fire [/lSurallce Map of DeFulliak Splillgs, "Walton Coullly, FlO/ida, 1922, 1929;
Walton County Chamber of Commerce, "Histolic Homes and Buildings of DeFuniak Springs"; Miller, "Early
DeFuniak Springs," 3; Pyburn, Flolida Chautauqua, 10; Dedication plate, Walton County Courthouse; "History
of U,e First Presbytelian Church, DeFuniak Splings, Florida, 1883-1976," Un pub. mss., DeFuniak Springs, 1976,

7.
38 Gould,

Chautauquo Movemelll, vii-ix, 3'5, 85; Pyburn, FlO/ida Chautauqua, 10.

39Bureau of the Census, Fifteenth Census, 1930, Populatioll, 215; Sanborn Map Company, Fire [l/slUm/ce Map
of DeFulliak SprillgS, 1938 (update); U.S. Postal Service, "Historic, Architectural, and Archaeological Significance

16

World War II to the Present (1941-1990)

I

-

World War II brought the United States 'OUt of the Depression. In Florida, military
bases were reactivated CJf t ~latJlisllcd ii ' Key West, Tampa, Jacksonville, Tampa, and
Pensacola. Florida was one of only thirteen srates with a net population increase between
1939 and 1945. Military and war-related manufacturing contributed to that growth.
Approximately $1.5 million was awarded to Florida industries by the federal goverrunent
during the war. Annual personal income in Florida rose from $513 in 1940 to $1,090 in
1945. Although in proximity to Pensacola, DeFuniak Springs experienced little military
activity or building construction during the war. TIle population there decreased from 2,570
to 2,024 between 1940 and 1945, but increased significantly to 3,077 by 1950. Income was
derived from commerce, naval stores, livestock, and the railroad. Although the community
continued its growth during the 1950s, during the 1960s, development slowed and the
population began to decrease. Standing at 5,282 in 1960, the population of DeFuniak
Springs fell to 4,966 by 1970, and only increased slightly to 5,563 by 1980.40
The post-World W81· II experience of DeFuniak Springs is similar to that of virtually
every American city: increasing numbers of automobiles and asphalt, an expanding
interstate highway system, suburban sprawl, the gradual erosion of the central commercial
districts, and new development along major thoroughfares 8l1d highways. Development has
destroyed some of the historic fabric of DeFunia)c Springs. Some historic buildings, such
as the Hotel Chautauqua and the DeFuniak Springs High School, have fallen to demolition,
or "progress," which Americ8l1S have traditionally defined as the replacement of an old
building, however serviceable, with a new one. The most significant threat to the historic
fabric of DeFwuak Springs continues to be insensitive development.
Counties and municipalities throughout West Florida have taken note of their
cultural heritage and are taking steps to preserve what remains of their architectural legacy.
In 1985, the Growth Management Act was passed by the Florida Legislature, strengthelung
a 1972 law, and requiring appropriate planning to preserve state historic resources. Several
West Florida communities and counties, including Pensacola, Bagdad, and Santa Rosa
County have each corrunissioned surveys of historic properties contained within their
boundaries. This survey of DeFUluak Springs represents an important continuwn in the
docwnentation of West Florida's historic building stock and architectural legacy.

Survey," (FMSF, 8WLI31); Plat Books, Walton County Courthouse; "Lakeside House," Vertical Files, Walton·
DeFuniak Librruy.
40 Allen Manis, Flodda Hal/dbook (Tallahassee, 1949), 252; Monis, 1975-1976 Flodda Hal/dbook, 558;
Morris, 1985-1986 FLO/ida Hal/dbook, 552.
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ARCHITECTURAL RESOURCES OF DEFUNIAI< SPRINGS

PHYSICAL SETIING

I'

DeFuniak Springs, a small community in West Florida that serves as the seat of
govenunent for Walton County, is located seventy miles east of Pensacola and 120 miles
west of Tallahassee, and twenty-five miles north of the Gulf of Mexico (Maps 1, 2). The
primary thoroughfares that serve the community include U.S. Highway 90, which crosses the
state east to west, and U.S. Highway 331, which rW1S north and south. Several miles south
of town lies Interstate 10. The CSX Railroad runs east-west through the town, parallel to
Baldwin Avenue and extending along the southern limit of the commercial district.
DeFuniak Springs's founding was related to the railroad and the timber industry,
both of which began to develop in Florida in the late nineteenth centwy The Chautauqua
Movement, a nationwide phenomena of the late nineteenth century, also played a significant
role in the founding and historic development of DeFuniak Springs. Other important
historic components of the local economy include commerce, education, and light industry.
The development of DeFuniak Springs has been closely tied to the broader patterns of
Florida and U.S. history.
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
The historic architectural resources of DeFuniak S!Jrings comprise a significant
percentage of the total building stock within the city limits. ~~sed on survey criteria, a total
of 283 buildings were identified as contributing to the historic fabric of the area. Those
buildings are the product of the late-nineteenth and early-twentieth centuries and are
closely associated with the development of the commercial and residential districts. The
design of buildings and the materials used in their construction are consistent with
contemporary national and statewide architectural trends. The majority of buildings exhibit
vernacular designs, although a significant percentage were classified as representing various
identifiable architectural styles. Although most were built as single family residences, other
important historic functions evident in the city included commerce, education, govenm1ent,
hospital, library, railroad, and religion.
The following description focuses on the significant historic architectural resources
of DeFwtiak Springs. Included is a general overview of the present and original appearance
of the survey area and a statistical analysis of the survey findings. In addition, a statement
outlilting the historical evolution of architectural styles in evidence has been supplied to
provide context for determining the significance of the architecture of buildings in the
commwtity. Artistic renditions of representative examples of styles found in large
concentration or styles that are particularly uncommon are included in the narrative. A
complete list of building addresses, styles, dates of construction, original and present uses,
and condition is located in the comprehensive inventory in the Appendix to this report.
PRESENT AND ORIGINAL PHYSICAL APPEARANCE OF DEFUNIAK SPRINGS
This survey, designed as a comprehensive architectural study of DeFuniak Springs,
included a review of all buildings within the present city limits, an area that encompasses
roughly three by four miles (Map 2). The town is constructed around Lake DeFuniak, a
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body of water measuring one mile in circwnference. The conununity is nearly 350 feet
above sea level, one of the highest points in Florida. Located on a ridge of land that runs
east and west across the panhandle of Florida, DeFuniak Springs resides upon landscape
that gently roBs to the north, south, and east, with flat pine barrens predominating to the
west. Vegetation in the form of pine and oak trees offers shade and adds to the natural
attractiveness of the lake and to surrounding residential neighborhoods.
Within the sw"Vey area, residential buildings are the primary structures. Other than
its buildings, the most significant man-made feature of DeFtmiak Springs is its highways.
Two major arteries, U.S. highways 90 and 331, cross in DeFuniak Springs. The CSX
Transportation rail system, which evolved from the Louisville and Nashville Railroad,
services the conununity. Its tracks extend along Baldwin Avenue, separating the commercial
district from the residential neighborhood that lies around Lake DeFuniak.
The Louisville & Nashville Railroad opened West Florida to significant development
in the 1880s. The community of DeFuniak Springs emerged as a creative landscape design
that was conceived and promoted by the Florida Chautauqua Association, the Lake
DeFuniak Land Company, and the L & N RailtOlid. The first period of significant
development in DeFuniak Springs extended between 1885 and 1915. Construction occurred
first around Lake DeFuniak and along Baldwin Avenue. Later development extended into
surrounding neighborhoods farther from the lake and north of the commercial district.
Building construction dropped off about 1915, due to declining interest in the Chautauqua
Movement, an economic downturn in the timber industry, and World War r. Little growth
nr'curred in the community during the 1920s and 1930s.
DeFuniak Springs has a rich architectural legacy. The late-nineteenth century '0vm
plan is a relatively early example of a planned community in Florida. Based on landscape
architecture designs and principals established by Frederick Law Olmstead and other
contemporary landscape architects, the plan predates the Progressive Era's City Beautiful
Movement by nearly fifteen years. W.J. VanKirk, an incorporator of the Florida
Chautauqua and an official with the L & N Railroad, designed the plan in 1884 and revised
it in 1886. He used the lake as the focal point for the community and provided for
greenspaces and parks, kiosks, an amphitheater, and broad circular drives set back from
the lake with crisscrossing walkways established within a lakeside promenade. The
landscape design contains many large buildings that embody Folk Victorian, Neoclassical,
and Queen Anne styling. Taken in combination, the formal designs placed within the
creative landscape design gives DeFuniak Springs a distinctive character and a significant
place in Florida's architectural heritage.
Although much of the community's historic building fabric remains, the City of
DeFuniak Springs is experiencing population expansion, which forces zoning and planning
decisions that can effect the city's historic character. Explosive growth has cost many
communities in Central and South Florida their historic identity, the result of indiscriminate
destruction of old buildings. DeFuniak Springs, to a lesser degree, has also suffered some
loss of its historic building stock. About 175 buildings have been torn down there since
1929. These were, however, typically small, one-story wood frame houses located in the
outlying districts that added little to the architectural significance of the community.
Nevertheless, there were some notable losses, including the Hotel Chautauqua and the
historic Methodist Church, which were originally located on the northwest and west sides
of the lake, respectively; the high school, which was built about 1912; the wood franle
Palmer Academy buildings, which originally sel"Ved as facilities for the nineteenth-century
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state-supported Normal School; and a number of boarding houses and residential and
commercial buildings along U.S. Highway 90. Historic buildings are often demolished
because of the establishment of new businesses in a community, the expansion of highways,
the deterioration of older buildings. "'I'd ''progress,'' which is often translated as replacing
something old with something new. To an extent seldom seen in Florida, DeFuniak Springs
retains much of its historic character. City plaJUlers, developers, and residents should be
urged to protect the historic buildings that remain.
Another important threat to Florida's historic building fabric is the construction of
new buildings in close proximity to older structures. The introduction of new bltildings in
areas that contain old structures generally detracts from the historical associations that
neighborhoods acquire over the course of many decades. While the neighborhoods aJ'OlUld
the lake remain relatively undisturbed, some new construction in the northwest corner of
Circle Drive has created a visual disturbance. The city must take active measures, maJ1Y
of which aJ'e outlined in detail in the recommendations section of this report, to prohibit
any continuing erosion of DeFuniak Springs's architectural and historic legacy. If not
guarded against carefully, the gradual process of allowing new construction over time in
older neighborhoods, and especially in the ufllllediate Circle Drive aJ'ea, will erode the
appeal and character of DeFuniak Springs's aJ'chitectural heritage.
The greatest threats to the historic fabric of DeFuniak Springs remain (1) the
expaJlSion of businesses and commerce, which often results in demolition and new
construction or severe alteration of older buildings; (2) the erection of new buildings
adjacent to historic builcli.!1gs through the use of insensitive city variances; (3) and the
expansion of the road ne!,v')rk through and within the community.
ANALYSIS OF SURVEY FINDINGS
The extant historic properties included in this survey contribute to the sense of time,
place, and historical development of the city through their location, design, setting,
materials, workmaJlShip, feeling, and association. Buildings not included in the survey fall
into two categories: those constructed within the period of historic significance that have
lost the integrity of their original design or aJ'chitectural detailing; and those that post-date
the period of historic significance but have no exceptional significance as defined by state
and federal preservation guidelines. TIle buildings included in the slU-vey retain their
architectural integrity to a large degree.
TIle period of historic significance for the DeFuniak Springs survey has been
established to encompass all historic properties constructed between the yeaJ's 1884, when
the fU'st buildings were constructed, and 1941. 'The latter year was chosen as a cut-off date
for two reasons: First, it satisfies the fifty year criteria established by the National PaJ'k
Sel-vice as a basis for listing in the National Register of Historic Places; second, the
beginning of World War II marks a significant break in terms of architectural styles,
building materials, aJld construction techniques. The use of concrete block, metal windows,
a1lUninum and vinyl sidings, aJld other building materials not generally associated with
historic aJ'chitecture becaJIle pervasive during the post-war period in residential and
commercial construction. Due in large part to the increasing expense of building materials
in general, post-war buildings were constructed in simpler forms and lacked the elaborate
aJ'chitectural detailing that was often applied to historic structures.

20

Periods of Construction
The development of historic buildings in DeFuniak Springs, as depicted in Table 1,
is grouped into three periods that minor the pliysicaldcvelGpmCnl of the town. Divided
into three eras, the period of historical significance in DeFwuak Springs, 1884-1940,
provides a context for assessing the city's historic architectural resomces. That system more
accurately reflects building trends than employing arbitrary decelllual benchmarks, which
obscme construction persistence especially with regard to the developmental period of 1884
to 1919. The first era, defined by the years 1884 to 1919, was initiated by the founding of
the commwlity and the platting of the original town by the Lake DeFwliak Land Company
and ended with World WaJ: I and the decline of Chautauqua Movement in the late 1910s.
TABLE 1

Date of Construction by Period
Period

No. of Buildings

Percentage

1884-1919

200

70

1920-1929

52

19

1930-1940

31

11

283

100

Total

Dming those fom decades, an important cluster of buildings was constructed. As
revealed in Table 1, 200 buildings, or 70 per cent of the total, were recorded as dating from
that initial period. 1110se buildings were typically erected around or near Lake DeFuniak
on construction lots established by the Lake DeFwliak Land Company, as well as on a few
small subdivisions recorded dming the period. After suffering a fire in 1898, the
conunercial district was rebuilt. The establislunent of the railroad made possible the
exploitation of timber in the area, which became a driving force in the local economy.
Established as a winter mecca for ChautauquaIlS, DeFwliak Spdngs attracted wealthy
people from the North and the Mid-West, who built laJ'ge elaborate residences aI'ound the
lake and in the sunounding residential neighborhoods. Many of DeFuniak Springs's most
impressive extant historic resomces date from that era of cultmal renaissance and economic
prosperity. Notable among those buildings is the Chautauqua Hall of Brotherhood.
Nwnerous residences embodying high architectmal styles that range from Folk Victorian,
Neoclassical, aIld Queen fume were constructed in that period.
The second era of historic development extends from 1920 to 1929, coinciding with
the Florida land boom. Dming the 1920s, DeFuniak Springs failed to reflect the patterns
of explosive growth that were evident in many parts of the state. During the 1920s, only
fifty-two buildings were constructed, representing 19 percent of the total munber of
buildings recorded. AInong the notable buildings constructed dming that decade is the
Walton County Comthouse. Although several additional commercial buildings were added
to the downtown area, 1110st buildings constructed dming the 1920s were small residences.
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During the Great Depression, which began in 1929, building construction in
DeFuniak Springs declined still further. Only thirty-one buildings were constructed between
1930 and 1940. With few exceptions, those buildings date from the latter half of that
decade. The former DeFuniak Springs's post office building is an important Dcpressio:lc
era resource.
Functions and Uses of Buildings Surveyed
As depicted in Table 2, nearly 85 percent of the buildings included in the survey
were originally constructed for residential purposes. Buildings that originally served a
commercially related function total 33, or nearly 12 percent of the total. Clinic, college
dormitory, dairy house, education, depot, funeral home, government, library, and religious
functions account for 16 buildings, or approximately 5 percent of the total. Nevertheless,
some of those buildings represent the finest in historic architecture in DeFlIluak Springs.

TABLE 2

Original Use of Buildings
original Use

No. of Buildings

Percentage

Private Residence
Commercial
Education
Religious
Government
Apartment
Clinic
College Dormitory
Dairy House
Depot
Funeral Home
Library

233
33
4
4
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

82.50

Total

283

100.00

11. 75
1. 75
1. 75

0.50
0.25
0.25
0.25
0.25
0.25
0.25
0.25

Integrity of function is an important consideration for determining the significance
of a historic property. A building that retains its original function is more likely to meet
the requirements for listing in the National Register of Historic Places than one that has
been altered for a use that differs from its original function. A comparison of Table 3 with
Table 4 indicates that there has been some change over time to the original historic
functions of the buildings surveyed. Alterations to historic building uses include the
conversion of a clinic and post office to commercial space. Further rehabilitation and
adaptive use conversions include a handful of historic educational buildings that presently
serve residential, public, and commercial purposes, and several historic residential buildings
that have been adapted to commercial uses.
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TABLE . 3

P.C!sent Use of Buildings
Percentage

Present Use

No. of Buildings

Private Residence
Commercial
Religious
Apartment
Depot
Education
Government
Hotel Annex
Library
Public

229
39
5
1
1
1
1
1

81. 00
13.75
2.00
1. 75
0.25
0.25
0.25
0.25
0.25
0.25

Total

283

100.00

4

1

Condition of Buildings SUll'eyed
A building that is in either good or excellent condition is more apt to be given
consideration for listing in the National Register of Historic Places than a building in fair
or deteriorated condition. DeFuniak Springs's historic building stock was fOlmd to possess
a high degree of integrity. Of the sites sm-veyed, 258 buildings, or 91 percent of the total,
were recorded as being in either excellent or good condition (Table 4). An additional
twenty-five were listed as fair, many of which were small residential buildings.

TABLE 4

Condition of Buildings
Condition

No. of Buildings

Percentage

Excellent
Good
Fair

141
117
25

50
41

Total

283

100
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HISTORIC ARCHITECTURE IN DEFUNIAK SPRINGS
The historic buildings of DeFWliak Springs represent an important cluster of cultural
resources. Exhibiting a wide range of larras aad m'c~:::e ctt:;"ai styles, those buildings, with
few exceptions, were designed and constl1lcted by lay builders who drew upon traditional
building techniques and contemporary stylistic preferences for their inspiration. Primary
consideration was given to providing nmctional spaces for the owners. Decorative features,
although of secondary importance, were often applied liberally. Numerous buildings,
especially those constmcted during the era of economic expansion in the late-nineteenth
and early-twentieth centuries, exhibit elaborate woodwork and intricate architectural
detailing and were designed by professionally trained architects.
The styles on which the builders of the district based their designs were popular
tlu'oughout the United States. After the Civil War architectural pattern books promoting
various residential designs were made available to a wide audience. That trend, combined
with the mass production of architectural building components and improved means for
their transportation, made it possible for a builder in Maine to constl1lct nearly the same
house as a builder in California.

TABLE 5

Architectural

Styl~s

of

Buildings

style

No. of Buildings

Frame Vernacular
Masonry Vernacular
Bungalow
Folk Victorian
Queen Anne
Colonial Revival
Neoclassical
Late Gothic Revival
Art Deco
Second Empire
Shotgun

179
34
21
17
10

Total

283

9
8
2
1
1
1

Percentage
63.50
12.00
7.50
6.25
4.00
3.00
2.50
0.50
0 . 25
0.25
0.25
100.0

Stylistically, a majority of the historic buildings in the district exhibit vernacular
designs; that is, a building which does not exhibit a definitive "high-style." As illustrated
in Table 5, 219 buildings, or 75 percent of the total, fall into that stylistic category. Of
those buildings, 63 percent were categorized as Frame Vernacular and 12 percent as
Masomy Vernacular. AccoUI1ting for twenty-one buildings, or 7 percent of the total, the
BUI1galOW style was a conullon design employed on residential buildings in DeFuniak
Springs. Some of the oldest residential buildings in town were designed in the Folk
24

Victorian style, which accounts for seventeen buildings. Other architectUl'al styles in
evidence include ten examples of Queen Anne, nine Colonial Revival, eight Neoclassical,
and two Late Gothic Revival designs. Other styles represented by only one building each
iuciude Art Deco, Second Empire, ~d Shotgtm.
Frame Vernacular

Frame Vernacular, the prevalent style of residential architectUl"e in Florida, refers
to the common wood frame construction technique employed by lay or self-taught builders.
The Industrial Revolution permitted standardization of building materials and parts, which
exerted a pervasive influence over .vernacular house design. Popular magazines helped to
disseminate information about architectural trends throughout the COUlltly. The raih'oad
provided affordable and efficient transportation for manufactUl"ed building materi3Js.
Ultimately, individual builders had access to a myriad of finish architectUl"al products from
.
which to create their own designs.
In DeFtmiak Springs, like elsewhere in Florida, Frame Vernacular buildings are
typically one or two stories in height, with a balloon frame structUl"al s teni constructed of
pine. They have a regular plan, usually
FIGURE 2
rectangular, and are mounted on masonry
piers, most often made of bficks. Plans are
usually rectangular, though L-shaped plans
were often used to maximize crossventilation. Early versions of the style have
gable or hip roofs steeply-pitched to
accommodate an attic. Horizontal wood
weatherboard, drop siding, and shingles are
common exterior wall fabrics.
Often
employed as original roof sUl"facing
materials, wood shingles or pressed metal
have nearly always been replaced by
composition shingles in a variety of shapes
and colors. The facade is often placed on
the gable end, making the height of the
facade greater than its width. Porches are
also a common featUl"e and include oneand two-story end porches or verandas.
1214 U.S. Highway 331 South
Fenestration is regular, but not always
Wood Frame Vernacular constJuction
synunetrical.
Windows are generally
double-hung sash with multi-pane glazing. Decoration, generally limited to ornamental
woodwork, includes a variety of patterned shingles, tUl"ned porch columns and balustrades,
and knee braces and exposed rafter ends under the eaves.
DUl"ing the 1920s and 1930s Fran1e Vernacular remained an important influence on
the architectUl"e of the city. Its design reflected a trend toward sin1plicity. Residences are ·
smaller with more shallow-pitched rooflines than those of the previous decade~, and usually
rise only one story in height. The decrease in size of the private residence is largely a
reflection of the diminishing size of the American family. Another influence 011 residential
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design was the proliferation of the automobile, which resulted in the addition of garages
carports, and even porte cocheres.
One good example of a Frame Vernacular building in DeFuniak Springs is the
residence located at 1214 'j.S. Highway 331 South (Figure 2). The building's features
include a hip roof with two cross-gable 'extensions and wood drop siding exterior wall fabric.
Built about 1905, it displays a symmetrical facade and a veranda with a hip roof that covers
a center entrance and polygonal bay. Double hung sash windows with 1/1 lights provide
natural interior lighting. Although somewhat altered from its original configuration, tJle
building retains much of its architectural integrity.
FIGURE 3

L & N Railroad Passenger Depot
19 West Baldwin Street
Wood Frame Vernacular construction

Originally constructed as the L & N Railroad Passenger Depot, the CSX Railroad
Depot is a good example of wood Frame Vernacular construction in an industrial
application (Figure 3). Located at 19 West Baldwin Avenue, the depot's architectural
features include a hip roof with metal 3-V crimp surfacing, four triangular dormers, and
several corbelled brick chimneys that pierce the roof. The building's wide eaves are
supported by curved knee braces. Several offset entrances provide access into the interior,
and the fenestration consists of double hung sash windows with 2/2 lights. The building is
clad in wood drop siding. Several of its original openings are boarded over. Constructed
in 1912, the building retains much of its original architectural integrity and is one of few
remaining examples of an early-twentieth centwy railroad station in Florida.
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Masonry Vernacular

Buildings of Masonry Vernacular constt:uCtion represent 12 percent of DeFuniak
Springs's historic building slock. 'M::somy V':'!rmv~war :s defined as the common masonry
construction technique of lay or self taught builders. Prior to the Civil W'dl' vernacular
designs were local in nature, transmitted by word of mouth or by demonstration and relying
heavily upon native building materials. With the coming of the ArneriC'dl1 Industrial
Revolution mass production of building components exerted a profound influence on the
appearance completed buildings assumed. Popul'dl' magazines featuring standardized
manufactured building components, pl'dl1S, and decorating tips flooded COI1Swner markets
and helped to make building trends universal tlu'oughout the country. The railroad also
aided the process by providing cheap 'dl1d efficient transportation for manufactured building
materials. Ultimately, the individual builder had access to a myriad of finished 'dl'chitectural
products from which he could pick and choose to create a design of his own.
Masonry Vernacular is more commonly associated with commercial building types
th'dl1 with residential architecture, where wood fr'dll1e houses dominate. In Florida, most
examples predating 1920 were brick, but a nwnber of older eX'dll1ples feature the roughfaced cast concrete block popul'dl'ized by Henry Hobson Richardson in his Rom'dl1esque
buildings of the late-nineteenth century. The Masom'y Vernacular designs of the 1920s
were most often influenced by popular Sp'dlush designs of the period. The main masomy
building materials during the period were hollow tile and brick. The exterior design of
masonry buildings is usually homogeneous, but in some cases different building materials
and exterior fabrics are used to divide
the two zones. Decorative elements
vernacular designs were commonly
FIGURE 4
limited to brick, cast iron, 'dlid
stonework incorporated into the
primruy facade. During the 1930s,
Masonry Vernacular buildings,
influenced by the International and
Modernistic styles 'dl1d the increased
use of reinforced concrete
construction techluques, took on an
increasing variety of forms. Since
World War II concrete block has
been the leading masonry building
material used in Florida.
In commercial districts,
Masonry Vernacular buildings were
generally constructed either as oneor two-part blocks, depending on the
Dollar Store
space of the building lots, the design
22 West Baldwin Avenue
Mason/}' Vernacular constnJction
employed by the builder, and the
function or use of the building. The
one-part block is a one-stOlY, free-standing building that was a popul'dl' conunercial design
in small cities and towns during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. It was
adapted from the lower part of the more numerous two-part commercial block during the
Victorian period. The one-part block is a simple rectangular building, often exhibiting an
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ornate facade. It is most often utilized for retail or office space. The two-part block was
the most common commercial design used in small cities and towns in the United States
between 1850 and 1950. Generally limited to between two and four story buildings, the
two-part block is chilfacterized by a horizontal division into two distillct .:::ones; separated
by the use of the interior space of the building. The lower zone is usually reserved for
retail space and often contains large plate glass display windows, while the upper part
contains space for offices or apartments. The exterior design of the building is usually
homogeneous, but in some cases different building materials and exterior fabrics are
employed to divide visually the two zones. Most of DeFuniak Springs's commercial district
is comprised of one-part block buildings.
Located at 22 West Baldwin Avenue, the Dollar Store is a good example of onepart Masonry Vernacular construction (Figure 4). The building's featmes include a stepped
parapet, corbelled cornice, and stylized pilasters with decorative masoru-y crowns. A metal
awning shades the sidewalk and plate glass windows with metal frame-and-glass doOl's
comprise the storefront. Constructed about 1905 and retaining much of its original
integrity, the building has a brick exterior wall fabric, which has been painted white.
Bungalow Style

Accounting for twenty-one buildings, the Bungalow style is one of the corrunon
historic residential "high-style" architectmal designs in DeFuniak Springs. The term
"Bungalow" is derived from the Bengali BangIa, a low house with porches, used as a wayside
shelter by British travelers in India dming the nineteenth centw-y. One such traveler
remarked that the building was, "a pmely utilitarian contrivance developed under hard and
limited conditions." TIle identifying architectmal featmes of the style were developed for
primarily utilitarian purposes. Low-pitched roof lines with wide overhanging eaves,
encircling porches, bands of windows, and axially placed doorways were items upon which
considerable attention was spent because of the need for good air circulation in the hot
Indian climate. When similar locales were chosen as building sites in the United States,
notably California and Florida, these featmes becanle important characteristics of the style.
While the origin of the word "Bungalow" and some of its design featmes were
Bengalese, many of its details were of Oriental inspiration. Japanese construction
techniques were exhibited at the California Mid-Winter Exposition of 1894. Several of
those techniques, particularly the extensive display of structmal members and the interplay
of angles and planes, became integral parts of Bungalow design. The earliest American
residences that were consciously designed as Bungalows appeared in the 1890s. Usually
large residences designed by trained architects, early American designs were either seasonal
homes on the New England coast or year-round homes in California. By the tmn of the
centmy, however, the building market was flooded by catalogs of plans for inexpensive
Bungalows. At about the same time the BungalolV Magazine and The Craftsman appeared.
Both featmed a series of house plans available for pmchase and articles about economical
use of space, modern kitchens, interior decoration and landscaping. Houses in those
magazines were duplicated throughout the United States and reinforced the hW11bler aspects
of the Bungalow, which eclipsed the earlier grand versions. Between 1910 and 1930, the
Bungalow was one of the most popular residential designs in Florida.
The most prominent characteristic of the Bungalow is its lack of height. With rare
exceptions the Bungalow is a one or one-and-one-half-story building with a shallow-pitch
28

roof. On larger examples, monitors were employed to create more space and provide
additional interior lighting. The lypical Bungalow has at least two rooms across the main
facade, again emphasizing horizontality at the expense of height. The porch, an integral
part of a Bungalow, generally complements the main block. Often the massive masonry
piers on which the pn!'ch rested were continued above the sil1line and served as part of the
porch balustrade. The piers were surmounted by short wood columns upon which the porch
roofing members rested.
The vast majority of Bungalows were of wood frame construction_ This was due to
the availability of wood and the des.i te for cheap housing_ The choice of exterior sheathing
materials varied. In New England and the mid-Atlantic areas, log and wood shingles were
used frequently, while in the South
wood shingle, weatherboard, drop
FIGURE 5
siding, and stucco were popular.
Fenestration
was
consciously
asymmetrical, with the exception of
two small windows flanking the
exterior chimney. Double-hung sash
windows were frequently hung in
groups of two or tlu-ee, with the
upper sash commonly divided into
several vertical panes. Reflecting
fenestration in Queen Anne houses,
Bungalows often featured other glass
The main entrance,
materials.
invariably off-center in the facade,
opened directly into the living room,
which itself was a new feature. The
formal parlor of the nineteenth
409 Live Oak Avenue
century largely disappeared with the
Bungalow Style
twentieth century introduction of a
less formal lifestyle. A consistent
feature of the living room was the fireplace, usually of brick or cobble with a rustic mantel
shelf and flanking bookcases. Associated with the fireplace was the inglenook, with beamed
ceilings, built-in fw-nishings, and wainscoting decorating the interiors.
One of DeFuniak Springs's best examples of a Bungalow is a one-and-one-half-story
residential building at 409 Live Oak Avenue (Figure 5). Its Bungalow styling is expressed
by a shallow-pitch, side-facing gable roof and a large gable dormer with exposed rafter ends
and knee braces _ A large partially-enclosed end porch is integrated w1der the primary roof,
which rests on tapered coltunns that sit on brick piers. An end, exterior brick chimney
pierces the roof along the front slope of the rooL The exterior wall fabric of this c_ 1929
residence consists of wood shingles and drop siding. The fenestration includes double hung
sash windows with 1 II lights and casement windows with six lights_
Folk Victorian Style

An elaborate variation of wood Frame Vernacular, the Folk Victorian style was a
relatively popular design used by builders in DeFuniak Springs_ The term "Folk Victorian"
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is a stylistic name used to distinguish residences that have Queen Anne, Italianate, or
Gothic Revival style influences applied to relatively sinlple vernacular buildings. Identifying
characteristics of the style include intersecting roof planes, often elaborate cornices, and
decorative spindlework and ycrgebo<t.:L .':"iKf! other vernacular-based designs, the Folk
Victorian style was made possible by"the introduction of standm·dized building materials
after the Civil War. Popular magazines featured the style in house plans and helped to
make architectural trends universal throughout the country. The expansion of the nation's
railroad system allowed use of new building materials in even the most remote pm·ts of the
country. Ultimately, individual builders had access to a myriad of fillished architectural
products from which to create their own desi ns.
FIGURE 6

s'

202 East Circle Drive
Folk Victorian Style

Folk Victorian houses m·e typically one or two stories in height, with wood balloon
frame structural systems and brick pier foundations. Plan are usually irregular, though Lshape plans were often employed. Gable or hip roofs have steep pitches, which
accommodate attic space. Horizontal wood drop siding mld weatherboard are the most
common exterior wall surface materials. Wood or pressed metal shingles were often used
to cover the roofs, but they have nem·ly always been replaced by composition shingles.
Porches, most commonly simple entrance or end porches, m·e common features of the style.
Fenestration is regular, but not always symmetrical. Windows m·e generally double-luUlg
sash with multi pane glazing and door contain recessed wood panels. Exterior decoration
is often elaborate, borrowing from contemporary Victorian styles. Lace-like spmlcirels,
vm·iegated wood shingles, king post and trusswork, spindle brackets, ornate balustrades, and
embellished cornices are ornanlental applications typical of the style. Folk Victoriml styling
is employed on seventeen buildings in DeFuniak Springs, making the style one of the most
pervasive of the "high style" architectural types in the community. Those buildings m·e also
some of the oldest in DeFuniak Springs.
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The two-s tory wood frame residential building at 202 East Circle Drive is a good
example of Folk Victorian styling (FiglUe 6). Constructed in 1902, the building rises two
stories and its architectlUaI featlUes include a cross-gable roof, boxed cornice, full-height
canted bay, wood drop siding exterior wall fabric; and a corbelled brick chimney. A large
tiered veranda, which has a hip roof supported by t.urned COIWI1I1S that are cOlU1ected by
balustrades, gives the residence much of its Folk Victori"'~ ci 1 :ir~~ter alid appeal.
Additional embellislunent on the veranda includes spindlework and carved brackets. The
building, which retains much of its original character, has an offset entrance. The
fenestration includes large single-hung and double hung windows with 1/1 lights.
Colonial Revival

Colonial Revival was the dominant style for American residential architectlUe dW'ing
the first half of the twentieth centu:i'y. In Florida, however, the popularity of the style was
eclipsed by the Bungalow and Mediterranean Revival styles. The term "Colonial Revival"
refers to a rebirth of interest in the early English and Dutch houses of the Atlantic
Seaboard. The Georgian and Adam styles were the backbone of the Revival, which also
drew upon Post-medieval English and Dutch Colonial architectlUe for references.
TIle Colonial Revival style was introduced at the Philadelphia Exposition of 1876.
The centennial of the Declaration of Independence sparked renewed interest in the
architectlUe of the colonial period. Man of the buildin s desi led for the E osition were
based on historically
significant colonial designs.
FIGURE 7
Publicity on the Exposition
occlUred simultaneously wi th
;t\-;.
efforts made by national
organizations to preserve
1i~~
Old South ChlUch in Boston
and Mount Vernon. Later,
a series of articles focusing
on eighteenth-century
American architecture
appeared in the American
Architect and Harpers,
.....
helping to make the
Colonial
Revival style
". ".,:. \,Y," " . "
popular across the country.
The typical Colonial
Revival house in Florida is
Rubye Walden House
an eclectic mixtlUe of
406 East Circle Drive
several colonial designs
Colonial Revival Style
rather than a direct copy of
a single style. The style
began to appear in the state in the late 1880s and continues to be built in modified forms
today. Some of the identifying characteristics of Colonial Revival architectlUe include a
two-story symmetrical facade with gable, hip, or gambrel roofs; an accentuated door, normally with a fanlight pediment, or crown and pilaster sunounds; simple entry porches sup-
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ported by columns; and double-hwlg sash windows set in pairs, usually with multi-pane
glazing in each sash.
Typically, Colonial Revival buildings comprise a small percentage of historic
neighborhood.; in Florida, generally representing less than 5 percent of the total building
COWlt. In DeFuniak Springs, the Colonial Revival style was applied to nine buildings, or
3 percent of the total. An excellent example of the Colonial Revival style is located at 406
East Circle Drive (Figure 7). Prominent features of the 1940 building include a two-stOlY
symmetrical facade with a gable roof and end exterior chimneys. The entrance contains a
wood segmental arch surround supported by pilasters and bracketed by small coach lamps.
An octagonal window at the second floor serves as a focal point above the entrance.
Fenestration consists of 8/8- and 6/6-light double hung sash windows, with the lower story
window openings highlighted by castcrete keystones. Historically known as the Rnbye
Walden House, the building retains its architectural integrity.
Neoclassical Style

Although only eight buildings in DeFuniak Springs feature Neoclassical styling, some
of the community's finest examples of high-style architectural design and craItsmanship are
employed on buildings which reflect that style. The Neoclassical style evolved from as
renewed interest in the architectural fonns of the ancient Greeks and Romans. Interest
in classical models in the U.S. began in the 1820s and lasted through the 1860s, as part of
the National Period of development in America. Buildings constructed during that period
were closely based on prototypes found in Italy and Greece. A second period of interest
in the Neoclassical style between 1890 and 1950 resulted in buildings that closely resemble
the earlier Classical and Greek revival subtypes developed between 1820 and 1860.
The Neoclassical style received an impetus at the 1893 World's Colwnbian
Exposition, held in Chicago. Many of the best architects of the day designed buildings
based on classical precedents for the Exposition. Examples were varied and ranged from
monumental copies of Greek temples to smaller models, which drew heavily from designs
of Adam and Georgian residences erected in the United States between the late-eighteenth
and mid-nineteenth centuries. The exposition was highly publicized and soon the
Neoclassical style became fashionable.
In Florida, the Neoclassical style becanle the most popular style for commercial
and goverlll1lent buildings, particularly banks and courthouses. The application of the style
to residential buildings was less C011ll1l0n. Some of the characteristics of the style include
a symmetrical facade dominated by a full-height portico with classical columns; modillions
beneath the roof and a wide frieze band surrounding the building; brick or stucco exterior
wall fabrics; doorways featuring decorative pediments or transoms and sidelights; doublehung sash windows; and roof line balustrades.
The best example of the Neoclassical style employed on a public building in
DeFuniak Springs is the Chautauqua Hall of Brotherhood, also referred to as the
Chautauqua Auditorium (Figure 8). The hall, which overlooks Lake DeFuniak at 450-452
West Circle Drive, features a hip roof with 3-V crimp metal surfacing. Three front-facing,
tiered, pedimented porticos with round COlunlns and balustrades extend from the pri.mmy
unit. Entrances with transoms are centered within each portico. Constructed in 1909, the
building has a central dome capped by a small monitor, which dominates the building.
The dome, surfaced in standing seam metal, contains a circular colonnade with round
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columns and connecting balustrades. Fenestration is symmetrical with 4/4-light double hung
sash windows providing natural interior Iighting.- Replacement composite drop siding serves
as the exterior wall fabric. Portions of the building have been demolished, including tiered
porticos that were lucated at the Gerth ~ .;1d south ends of the building, respectively. Also,
the auditorium section of the building, which had a seating capacity of 4,000, was
demolished after Hurricane Eloise damaged a large portion of it in 1975. One of the most
important buildings associated with the Chautauqua Movement in Florida and listed in the
National Register of Historic Places in 1972, the Chautauqua Hall of Brotherhood retains
much of its original architectul'al integrity.

FIGURE 8

Chautauqua Hall of Brotherhood
450-452 West Circle Drive
Neoclassical Style
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An excellent residential example of the Neoclassical style is located on the east side
of Lake DeFuniak at 102 East Circle Drive (Figure 9). The building was constructed about
1901 and is known historically as the S.K. Gillis House. Its prominent features include a
gable roof with ceramic tile surfacing and a ciassical co,·nice. Fonr gable dormers and two
corbelled brick chimneys pierce the roof. Rising two-and-one-half stories, the building's
facade is dominated by a center portico that features a full-height gable pediment supported
by paired Ionic columns. A second-floor balcony rests on knee braces, and an elliptical
arch defines the front entrance, which contalns a transom and oval sidelights. A second
full-height portico is located at the south elevation. That portico protects a second-story
balcony, which is supported by large scroll brackets, and a porte cochere at ground level.
Wood drop siding serves as the exterior wall fabric, with pilasters defining each corner of
the building. Double hung sash windows with 1/1 lights provide natural interior lighting.
The Gillis House retains much of its original architectural integrity.

FIGURE 9

S.K. Gillis House
102 East Circle Drive
Neoclassical Style

Queen Anne Style

A residential building style favored by affluent people ill the United States between
1880 and 1900, the Queen Anne style remained popular through the first decade of the
twentieth century. The name, Queen Anne, is misleading for it actually draws heavily upon
earlier] acobean and Elizabethan precedents rather than the more restrained Renaissance
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architecture of the reign of Queen Anne (1702-1714). The English architect Richard
Norman Shaw is most often credited for developing the style in his designs for grand manor
houses dW'ing the mid-nineteenth centtrry. Constructed in 1874, the Watts-Sherman House
in Newport, Rhode Island, was the first American example of the Queen Anne s~y!C
The Queen Anne style was popular in northern Florida between 1880 and 191U, as
it was in most states in the South. Because many of those buildings were built close to
commercial districts or along major transportation arteries, as towns developed into cities
many Queen A1mes were razed to create space for modern buildings. Unfortunately,
examples of the style are now relatively scarce. Limited development in DeFuniak Springs
since 1950 has resulted in that community containing one of the most important
concentrations of the style in Florida.
Identifying features of the Queen A1me style include steeply pitched roof lines with
intersecting extensions; irregularly shaped floor plans; decorative truss work and patterned
shingles in the roof gables; veranda porches with spindle work and decorative brackets
between turned porch roof supports; canted bay extensions; pblygonal or conical towers;
various exterior wood fabrics, often differing from one story to the next; multi-pru1ed
double-hung sash windows with decorative glazing patterns; and massive corbelled chimneys
with decorative brick work.
One of the best exrunples of
FIGURE 10
the style is located at 219 West
Circle Drive and was constructed
about 1895 (Figure 10). The
building's features i ndude a
steeply-pitched hip roof with
gable extensions. At the front
elevation, a three-story round
turret with a conical roof
contrasts with a gable extension
that features a two-story cru1ted
bay and elaborate vergeboard
ru1d trusswork in the half-story
open gable end.
A small
second-story balcony with
spindlework
and
balusters
separates the tlm'et from the
gable extension. COimected to a
porte cochere, a verru1da with a
hip roof features spindlework,
tapered square posts on brick
columns,
and balustrades.
219 West Circle Drive
Patterned wood shingles and
Queen Anne Style
vinyl siding serve as the exterior
wall fabrics.
Fenestration is
irregular with 9/1- and 1 /1-light double hung sash and lru'ge single hung sash windows with
Queen Anne glazing providing natural interior lighting. Although the porte cochere and
vinyl exterior wall fabric are later alterations, the building retains much of its original
Queen Anne character and integrity.
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Late Gothic Revival Style

Typically, buildings that embody Late Gothic Revival styling are uncommon in most
Florida cOlnnlU!uties. 111<0 ,--; n,Ilic Revival style, popular in the United States between 1840
and 1880, had its roots in Engiand from the mid-eighteenth century. In the United States,
Richard Upjohn and Alexander Jackson Davis developed the style in the 1830s and 1840s
for ecclesiastical and residential buildings,. respectively. Later, Andrew Jackson Downing
popularized the style with several pattern books, which showed the suitability of the style
even to modest domestic designs. Downing stressed the style's application in rural settings,
where it would be compatible \vith the natural landscape. His efforts helped to make
Gothic Revival one of the dominant building styles of the 1840s. Ecclesiastical examples
of the style range from Richard Upj9hn's masterwork, the Trinity Church in New York City
(1839-1846), to his smaller Carpenter Gothic version of the style, St. Luke's in Clermont,
New York (1857). Domestic versions include Alexander Jackson Davis' Glen Ellen in
Baltimore, Maryland (1832), and the Nicholls House, another design by Davis in Llewellyn
Park, Orange, New Jersey (1858). The Gothic Revival style went into decline following the
Civil War, and relatively few exan1ples exist in Florida from the 1870s.
The term Late Gothic Revival is generally applied to buildings erected after 1880
that still reflect elements of the Gothic Revival style. As with the Gothic Revival style,
relatively few examples of Late Gothic Revival buildings were erected in the state. Late
Gothic Revival residences are typically located in older communities, such as Bartow,
Jacksonville, Orlando, St. Augustine, and Tallahassee. Small churches erected by the
Episcopal Dioceses during the 1870s and 1880s are scattered tlu'oughout the peninsula.
Identifying features of this style include a steeply-pitched gable roof, often with one or more
intersecting cross-gables, decorative vergeboard in the gables, wood siding, often boardand-batten; one-story entrance or end porch; and varied window treatments, including
lancet, cantilevered oriels, and double-htmg sash windows, often with diamond pane glazing.
In DeFuniak Springs two buildings (205 West Circle Drive, 1 South Third Street) embody
Late Gothic Revival styling.
Styles Represented By One Building in DeFuniak Springs
Art Deco Style

Art Deco was the first of the modernistic styles to become popular in America. It
represented a complete break with traditional designs, emphasizing futuristic concepts rather
than invoking architectural antecedents. The style derived its name from the Exposition
Internationale des Arts Decoratifs and Industriels Modernes held in Paris in 1925 as a
showcase for new artistic designs. Like the Em'opean Art Nouveau movement of the 1890s
and early twentieth century, Art Deco was an artistic movement that transcended all areas
of the art world from painting to architecture. Its decorative geometric patterns were
mimicked in a variety of products, including household appliances, clothing, furnitme, and
jewelry. Art Deco was most popular as a conunercial building style during the 1920s and
early 1930s because its decorative designs were especially suited to tall buildings. Few
private residences can be considered true examples of high-style Art Deco.
In Florida, Art Deco buildings are most often found in communities that continued
to grow despite the collapse of the speculative land boom in 1926. Miami contains the best
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collection of Art Deco commercial buildings in the state. After 1930 the related Art
Moderne style became the more popular of the modernistic styles. Characteristics of the
Art Deco style include its flat roof, irregular plan, stucco siding, and low relief,
polychromatic ornamentation in straight litle, zig-zug, gS:Jwut~ic floral, and chevron designs.
In Emope the ornamentation was inHuenced by cubism, while in the United States the
designs were based on North and South American Indian Art. Constructed about 1940, the
one-story commercial masonry building at 224 West Baldwin Avenue is a low-style example
of an Art Deco design.
Second Empire Style

A distinctive architectural design, the Second Empire style was popular in the United
States between 1860 and 1880. The Second Empire style derives its name from the reign
of Napoleon III of France (1852-1870), who instituted a major building campaign,
redesigning Paris into a city of grand boulevards and monumental buildings that were
copied throughout Europe and America. The style found its widest popularity during the
Grant administration, when it was applied to public buildings and, to a lesser extent,
residential dwellings. The distinctive mansard roof, a dual-pitched roof nanled for
seventeenth-century French architect Francois Mansart, is the most popular feature of the
style, creating an additional story of usable space in the building. The Second Empire style
began to lose favor following the Panic of 1873 and the subsequent economic depression.
The emergence of new architectural styles, especially Colonial Revival and Queen Anne in
residential dwellings and Neoclassical buildings in public applications, further hastened the
eclipse of Second Empire architectlll"e construction.
Second Empire style buildings are rare in Florida due to the state's relatively late
era of development. TIley were generally erected near the end of the period when the style
was popular, or after it had gone out of fashion in the rest of the country. Typically located
in old, large cities such as Jacksonville and Tampa, some Second Empire designs are also
found in smaller Florida towns, including DeLand. Given the scarcity of Second Empire
buildings in Florida, it is significant that DeFuniak Springs contains even one exanlple of
the style.
Besides the mansard roof, other features of the Second Empire style include donner
windows projecting from the mansard; molded cornices with decorative brackets under
boxed eaves; prominent projecting and receding surfaces, often in the form of central or end
pavilions; wrought-iron roof cresting; entrance porches with spindle work; patterned wood
shingle and drop siding exterior wall fabrics arranged in contrast to each other; and
decorative window and door surrounds, which are often fOWld in the form of Classical
pediments and pilasters.
DeFuniak Springs's only example of a Second Empire design is located at 10 West
Nelson Avenue. The building rises two stories and features a mansard roof with pressedmetal shingle surfacing (Figme 11). Constructed about 1890, the building has a boxed
cornice, symmetrical full-height polygonal bays, and a second-story balcony, which is
sheltered by a flat roof that is supported by turned columns and embellished with carved
brackets and flat-slat balusters. A veranda porch extends across the length of the building,
and extends along the east elevation. Single-story extensions protrude from the primary unit
at the east and north elevations, respectively. Fenestration is fairly regular with 1/1-light
double and single hung sash windows providing natural interior lighting. TIle building is
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supported by a continuous masonry foundation. It retains much of its original architectlUal
integrity and Second Empire character.
FIGURE 11
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10 West Nelson Avenue
Second Empire Style

Shotgun Styla

The Shotgun house is a narrow front-gabled balloon frame dwelling with a steeplypitched roof. From 1880 through 1930, this one-room architectlUal form dominated many
low-income Florida neighborhoods because it accommodated narrow lUbanlots. Associated
mostly with African Americans, the Shotgun design has been traced by historians to Haiti,
the West Indies, and finally to Africa. The Shotgun came to New Orleans by way of those
origins, and through its popularity with black freedmen became a popular building style in
the South. Most Shotgun residences are simple folk houses, but some have elaborate
detailing. Predominantly clad in wood weatherboard, the facade typically consists of an end
porch with either a shed or gable overhang protecting a simple entrance and a single
window. The embellishments usually include a classical portico entrance or decorative
wood shingles in the gable end. The residence at 304 North Sixth Street is one of few
Shotgun dwellings in DeFuniak Springs that retains its architectlUal integrity.
SillvlMARY
The historic fabric of DeFuniak Springs remains largely intact. Although the
majority of buildings reflect vernacular construction, the percentage of buildings with
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distinctive architectmal styling (25%) indicates a fairly wealthy commllluty. The presence
of buildings constructed in the traditions of Bungalow, Colonial Revival, Folk Victorian,
Neoclassical, Queen Arme, and Second EmpIre indicates an awareness over time by
residents and builders of the significance of erecting buildings ,hat n:fiect specific historical
and architectmal associations. Based- on architectmal landscape prinCipals established by
Frederick Law Olmstead, the nineteenth century town plan is an important architectmal
and Cultlll'a1 resomce. Those historic buildings and the historic landscape design in which
they are located provide an important architectural, cultmal, and educational link to the
heritage of DeFllluak Springs. Although recent development in DeFUluak Springs has
compromised some of the commW'lity's irreplaceable historic buildings, the historic
resomces that remain represent an architectmal and cultmal legacy that are well worth
preserving. The historic landscape design and buildings of DeFUluak Springs combine to
provide a link between the old and new as the city enters the twenty-first centmy.
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RECOMMENDATIONS
The Importance of Historic Preservation to DeFtmiak. Springs
A historic properties survey constitutes the indispensable preliminary step in a
community preservation program. The survey provides the historical and architectw'al data
base upon which rational decisions about preservation can be made. Further progress in
preserving culturally significant resources in DeFuniak Springs will depend on the decisions
of city officials and residents. To assist them in deciding what steps they can take, the
consultants present the following recommendations, which are based on their assessment
of the survey area and its resources and their familiarity with the current status of historic
preservation in Florida and the nation.
Before listing the reconunendations, it would be useful to define for those who may
have responsibility for their implementation precisely what the term "historic preservation"
implies. It would be equally useful to set forth a persuasive case for preservation, for if a
program is undertaken in DeFuniak Springs it will succeed only if residents are persuaded
of its wisdom and benefit.
Since its earliest manifestations in the mid-nineteenth centwy, historic preservation
has experienced an evolutionary change in definition. In its narrow and traditional sense,
the term was applied to the process of saving buildings and sites where great events
occwTed or buildings whose architectural characteristics were obviously significant. In
recent decades historic preservation has become integrated into conununity redevelopment
program<. The recommendations below are framed in the sense of that latter objective.
Argwnents on behalf of a co nun unity program of historic preservation can be placed
in two broad categories: (1) aesthetic or social; and (2) economic. The aesthetic argwnent
has generally been associated with the traditional purpose of historic preservation, that is,
preserving sites of exceptional merit. The National Historic Preservation Act of 1966
extended that definition to include sites or districts of local as well as national distinction
for the purpose of National Register listing. There has been, concomitantly, a growing
appreciation of the importance of districts that express architectural or historic value.
Although no single building in a district may be significant, together those buildings create
a harmonious scene. It is often necessaty to preserve the individual elem.ents to maintain
the harmony of all.
One reason to preserve historic buildings is the "sense of place" they convey. Older
buildings lend distinction to a community, setting it apatt from other neighborhoods, cities,
or rural areas. The ritual destruction of older buildings that has normally accompanied
twentieth centwy "urban renewal" progranls often resulted in a tragic loss of community
identity. In a modern era of franchised architecture, many areas of Florida have become
indistinguishable one from another. The loss of fatniliat' surroundings disrupts the sense of
continuity in conununity life and contributes to feelings of personal and social disorder.
The historic buildings associated with DeFuniak Springs developed a distinctive, fatniliat"
and pleasant chat'acter over a long period of time, and that is sufficient reason for their
preservation.
A second argument used on behalf of historic preservation is economic. Ours is a
profit-oriented society and the conservation of older bnildings can often be shown to be
financially feasible and economically advantageous. Current federal tax law contains
specific features that relate to the rehabilitation of eligible conunercial and income40

producing buildings located in a local certified historic district, a historic district listed in
the National Register, or individual buildings listed in the National Register.
Beyond pure aesthetic and commercial value, there are additional benefits to reusing
extant historic buildiilgs. Historic buildings frequently contain materials that calmot be
obtained in the present market. TIle ci'aftsmanship that typically went into the construction
of historic buildings cannot be duplicated. Historic buildings have thicker walls, windows
that open, higher ceilings, and other amenities not found in modern buildings. They are
natural energy savers, having been designed in the pre-air conditioning era. From an
economic standpoint, the rehabilitation of older buildings is a labor-intensive activity that
contributes to a community's employment base. Preservation tends to feed upon itself.
Typically, once a few owners rehabilitate their buildings others follow suit.
Historic buildings and districts attract tourists. Recent studies by the National Trust
for Historic Preservation and Southern Living have confirmed that historic buildings rank
very high in tourist appeal among Americans. In Florida, where tourism is the state's
largest industry and cities must compete vigorously for their share of the market, the
preservation of historic resources that give a city distinction carulOt be ignored. Historic
resources that lend the City of DeFuniak Springs its claim to individuality and a unique
"sense of place," ought therefore to have a high civic priority. Tourists seek out destinations
that are often off the beaten track and impart special memories. Looking for places that
possess originality, tourists are often lured to a city's historic district, which typically conveys
a sense of place. The continuing destruction throughout Florida of buildings and other
historic and cultural resources tbM give the cities in which they are found individuality goes
largely ignored. In the process, Florida hM begun to acquire a dull sameness.
.
That kind of development has begun to threaten the historic environment of
DeFwliak Springs. Although most of the historic buildings around Lake DeFuniak remain
standing, the destruction of the Hotel Chautauqua, a large two-story Folk Victorian design
constructed in 1884 that was located at the northwest corner of Lake DeFuniak and later
renanled the Walton Hotel, constituted a grievous loss to the community. Since 1929,
approximately 175 additional buildings, many of which were small wood frame dwellings,
have been demolished or lost to fire. While many of those demolished buildings
contributed little of significance to the historic building fabric of DeFuniak Springs, several
were important cultural resources. According to the Sanborn Company maps, four large
residential buildings have been lost along Circle Drive, and in their places new buildings
have been constructed. Farther from the lake, the DeFuniak Springs High School building,
an impOl·tant Progressive Era resource, was demolished in 1988. A major thoroughfare,
Nelson Avenue was the site of a nwnber of large residential buildings and boarding houses
that have been demolished. Even in the commercial district along Baldwin Avenue several
buildings have been lost, including the Hotel DeFuniak and the. L & N Raili'oad Freight
Depot, which was located across the tracks from the present railroad station. Intrusion by
newer residences and commercial buildings has been made into areas throughout the
original historic plat and later subdivisions. Because many of DeFuniak Springs's sigllificant
historic buildings remain standing, it is relatively easy to forget about the important cultural
resources that have been lost. Buildings that remain afford the City of DeFuniak Springs
an opportwuty to preserve an important part of its past.
Any effort at preserving the overall historic character of the city will fail if city
officials, the business conm1Unity, the Walton County Heritage Association, property owners,
and local residents do not join in taking active measures to prevent the destruction of
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historic buildings. Federal and state officials have no authority to undertake a local historic
preservation program. Federal authority is strictly limited to federal properties or to
projects requiring federal licenses or using federal funding. Under no circwnstances can
federal or state governments forbid or restrict a private owner from destroying or altering
a historic property when federal or state funds are not involved. Since in Florida most
zoning and code regulations of private property are vested in county or municipal
government, specific restrictions or controls designed to preserve significant resomces are
their responsibility.
It also must be noted that historic preservation does not seek to block or discourage
change. Preservation does seek to reduce the impact of change on existing cultmal
resomces and to direct that change in a way that will enhance the traditional and historic
character of an area. TIle recommendations presented below should neither be construed
as definitive nor as a substitute for a rational plan of community development that is
sympathetic to DeFuniak Springs's past.
Below are the consultant's specific
recommendations for preservation action and public policy development.
National Register Nominations
A logical consequence of the survey of DeFuniak Springs's historic buildings should
be formal recognition of their individual and collective significance. Formal recognition
should proceed at two levels of government: local and federal. A distinction needs to be
made between a locally registered and a federally registered historic property.
National Register of Historic Places: The National Register of Historic Places is the
official federal list of culturally significant properties in the United States. The list is
maintained by the U.S. Department of the Interior. The buildings, sites, structmes, objects,
and districts listed in it are selected under criteria established by the department. Listing
is essentially honorary, and does not imply federal protection or control over private
properties listed unless federal funds or activities are directed toward them. Under current
law commercial and other income-producing properties within a National Register historic
district are eligible for federal tax credits and other benefits if they are first certified as
contributing to the characteristics of the district. Buildings individually listed in the
National Register are automatically considered certified historic structmes, and if incomeproducing also qualify for federal tax credits and other benefits.
There are various formats for nominating properties to the National Register. One
is the individual nomination. Another is the historic district, which designates a historic
area within defined and contiguous boundaries. Another, the multiple property group,
combines scattered resomces that have common links to history, pre-history, or architecture.
Local district and landmarks: A local historic district and individual historic
landniarks are established under local ordinance. Those local historic districts may be
synonymous with National Register properties and districts, or geographically distinct. The
properties within a local historic district are eligible for federal tax advantages and other
benefits only if the district is either simultaneously listed in the National Register or if it
is certified by the U. S. Department of the Interior.
Cities create historic districts for various purposes. Among them are economic
considerations. Qualified historic buildings may be eligible for incentives of various kinds
that encourage rehabilitation of buildings and, accordingly, improvement of the appearance
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and character of the district. That is particularly true of districts that include incomeproducing buildings, to which the incentives primarily apply.
As historians, we believe that any approach to improving the economic and physical
potential of a conununity must include a historical perspective. Although illten'cning years
and events may have dimmed their significance, the reasons for the founding of a
commwlity are rooted in circumstances that generally remain valid today.
National Register Alternatives
The diverse historic resources of DeFuniak Springs offer several possibilities for
National Register activity. Due to the sigIllicant concentration of resources in the
commwlity, both historic district and individual listing options exist. Factors that must be
considered in proposing historic districts include the ratio of historic buildings to nonhistoric buildings within the district boundary; the architectural integrity of the buildings;
and their overall significance to the development of the community. Although the National
Register has not established a minimum ratio requirement for districts, the rule of thwnb
is that contributing resources should constitute at least 60 percent of the total number of
elements. Buildings identified as contributing must have been erected during the period
of historic sigIlificance for the district and maintain their original physical appearance to a
large degree.
The establislunent of a historic district boundary is an inexact science. The National
Register requires that a boundary follow lines of legal delineation. Those lines can include
subdivision lot lines, streets, right-of-ways, and in some cases building "footprints." While
that system is devised to provide maximum latitude for including sigIllicant properties in
districts, it also makes it possible to draw boundaries that include only f!ontributing
properties. That gerrymander approach to boundaries has a number of benefits and
liabilities associated with it. The benefits of that process include the exclusion of noncontributing elements, inclusion of a greater number of contributing resources than would
be possible without gerrymandering, and the easier preparation of a single district proposal.
Conversely, artificially drawn boundaries often include various types of resources that have
little in common with one another. Also, the complex nature of the boundaries makes it
difficult to determine without a map which buildings are included in the district. In short,
a historic district with extensive gerrymandering often serves to weaken the perception of
the extent and nature of a historic district.
DeFuniak Springs has a sigIllicant concentration of buildings associated with its
commercial and residential areas. GeogI'aphically large in area, a historic district in
DeFwliak Springs would center arowld the Lake DeFuniak, and take in parts or all of fiftyseven blocks, including much of the downtown commercial district and several residential
neighborhoods in proximity to the lake. The consultants have prepared a preliminary
historic district boundary, which is illustrated in Figure 12. The boundary encompasses
approximately 200 buildings, most of which are residential. Taking in most of the original
landscape desigIl platted by the Lake DeFuniak Land Company and many of the most
sigIlificant resources in the community, the boundary would meander along Nelson and Park
avenues, and Second and Thirteenth streets. It should be emphasized that this boundary
is only a preliminary estimate and that before any National Register activity can begin
additional research should be conducted and consultation made with a historic preservation
official from the Bureau of Historic Preservation in TallalIassee.
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FIGURE 12
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Two buildings in DeFuniak Springs have been listed in the National Register as
individual sites. Those buildings are the Chautallqua Hall of Brotherhood and Sun Bright,
the historic home of Sidney J. Catts, who served as governor of Florida between 1916 and
1920. A National Register proposal was prepared several year., agu for the WaltonDeFwliak Library, but apparently was rejected due to repeated modification to the original
building. A number of other buildings in DeFuniak Springs possess architectural merit or
historical association and have potential for listing as individual nonlinations, including
those buildings located at:
310 South 2nd Street
212 South 11th Street
24 East Circle Drive

212 East Circle Drive
410 East Circle Drive
121 West Circle Drive
223 West Circle Drive
311 West Circle Drive
102 Live Oak Avenue
601 East Main Street
2 West Nelson Avenue

407 North 9th Street
19 West Baldwin Avenue
102 East Circle Drive
302 East Circle Drive
506 East Circle Drive
215 West Circle Drive
301 West Cirde Drive
105 Georgia Street
111 East Main Street
6 East Nelson Avenue
12 Orange Avenue

206 South 11th Street
400 West Bruce Avenue

202 East Circle Drive
402 East Circle Drive
101 West Circle Drive
219 West Circle Drive
307 West Circle Drive
101 LeConte Street
515 East Main Street
100 East Nelson Avenue
1218 U. S. llighway 331

106 West Avenue

Again, it must be emphasized that additional research must be conducted on each
of those buildings before any National Register activity can begin and an official from the
Bureau of Historic Preservation should be consulted before the nomination is initiated.
Special requirements are mandated for listing indivirll1al properties that are not necessary
for contributing buildings in districts that numb<:,,· 'TIme than fifty buildings. Those
requirements include property owner consent, interior photographs, and floor plans. To
clarify a common question asked about district nominations, once a building has been ·
inclnded in a National Register district it cannot be nominated on an individual basis. In
our opinion, the strongest option would include a district proposal similar to the design
featmed in Figure 12.
The Historic Preservation Ordinance
The most effective legal tool available for the protection of historic resources is the
local historic preservation ordinance. The exercise of goverrunental controls over land use
is essentially the prerogative of local government and, accordingly, the protection of historic
resomces must rely upon county and municipal enforcement. Tlu-ough the review and
pennitting processes, city officials and staff can exercise some degree of authority in the
protection of historic resomces. Ultimately, an ordinance providing for approval of projects
affecting such resources shall be required. Amendments enacted in 1980 to the National
Historic Preservation Act encouraged local governme·nts to strengthen their legislation for
the designation and protection of historic properties. In Florida, the home-rule law permits
local government to exercise such aUthority.
Hundreds of communities tlu-oughout the nation have in recent years adopted
historic preservation ordinances, contributing to the development of a sizeable body of legal
precedent for such instrwnents. Ordinances of this kind should include standard features
that have through experience proved useful in the preservation process and legally
acceptable. These most notably include:
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1. A statement of pw'pose establishing a sodal, economic, and aesthetic
rationale for protecting historic 'resow'ces.
2. A provision enabling the city to designate historic resonrccs for prmecrioll
under criteria set forth in the ordinance.
3. The creation of an architectw'al review body whose responsibilities include
recommendations to the City Council for the designation of historic resources,
authority to issue certificates of approval for requests to make alterations to
the properties designated by the Council, and responsibility to advise the
Council on measures for the preservation of historic resources.
4. Provisions for establishing guidelines, qualifications of review authority
members, rules of procedme, penalties, appeals, and ancillruy measures.
In an mban context such as DeFuniak Springs's, where the historic infrastructure is
predominantly residential and privately owned, the historic preservation ordinance,
combined with intelligent zoning, become virtually the only instrwnent available to
government for protecting significant ru'chitectural resomces. Before one is adopted,
however, municipal authorities must inform the public about its ultimate pmpose and value.
The historic preservation ordinance is not an ru'bitrruy and capricious exercise of municipal
authority, but a necessru'y action to preserve the community's cultmal and architectural
heritage and economic value.
Actions the City Can Undertake
Physical changes made wlder the auspices of public agencies and depru'tments should
not compromise the historical integrity of historic districts or buildings. A review of
physical features such as street lights, utility poles, street signs, and other appurtenances
should be conducted to insure their compatibility \vith DeFuniak Springs's historic resomces.
The general rule for evaluating these types of featmes is that they should be as unobtrusive
as possible.
Signs: Signs, commercial and public, constitute the most disruptive visual element
in the modern mban landscape. A commercial necessity and an aid to shoppers and
visitors, siglL~ should not be permitted to disrupt the landscape or diminish the integrity of
surrounding architectural elements. Signs can be visually pleasing ruld ru'chitectmally
harmonious with sW1'Olll1ding elements.
Historic markers, sign age, advertising, and other promotional devices can draw .
attention to historic buildings or districts. If the City proceeds with the creation of either
a local or National Register historic district, it should consider placing signs at important
access points, pru'ticularly along U.S. Highways 90 and 331, and neru' the interchange of
Interstate 10 and U,S, Highway 331, which would direct visitors to the historic ru'ea, This
will require the approval of the State Department of Transportation, Moreover, the City
, can then issue literatme promoting DeFuniak Springs's historic heritage,
Historic Preservation Element: Current state law requires all units of local
govenunent to adopt a comprehensive plan that provides guidelines for land use decisions,
Under the present law, a historic preservation and scenic element is permitted as an
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optional element in the comprehensive plan. The element should identify historic and
cultural reSOUl'ces and prescribe policies for managing them. As a part of a comprehensive
plan, an effective preservation element integrat'es plans to preserve and enhance historic
reSOUl'ces with plans designed to improve and manage other conununity elements, such as
housing, transportation, and utilities. Few community decisions or actions that affect a city's physical character fail to have
an effect upon historic reSOUl'ces. If the historic fabric of a conununity is to be guarded,
those reSOUl'ces must be taken into consideration in the conununity plamung process. That
plan should encoUl'age public agencies that make decisions or talee actions affecting
buildings, streets, and physical appUl'tenances such as lighting and signs to consider
preservation goals and policies. A city that uses its comprehensive plan wisely can make
optimal use of its land use regulation authority to protect and enhance its historic and
cultUl'al reSOUl'ces.
.
The completion of this survey facilitates the preparation of a historic preservation
element and significantly reduces its cost to the City of DeFuniak Springs. FUl'thermore,
grants are available for this pUl'pose from both state and federal SOUl'ces through the
Historic Preservation Advisory Council. The Florida Department of Community Affairs
also issues grant funds for that pUl'pose.
Building Code: By ordinance the City of DeFuniak Springs has adopted the Southern
Standard Building Code to govern the physical specifications for new or rehabilitated
structUl'es. Modern code requirements relating to such elements as plumbing, electrical, air
conditioning, acce~~. insulation, and material type (particularly roofing material) may
jeopardize the arrhit~ctUl'al integrity of a qualified historic building that is undergoing
rehabilitation. Section 101.5 of the code therefore specifies the following:
SPECIAL HISTORIC BUILDINGS AND DISTRICTS: The provisions of this
code relating to the construction, alteration, repair, enlargement, restoration,
relocation, or moving of buildings or structw'es shall not be mandatory for
existing buildings or structUl'es identified and classified by the state or local
jurisdictioll as Historic Buildings when such buildings or structUl'es are judged
by the building official to be safe and in the public interest of health, safety
and welfare regarding any proposed construction, alteration, repair,
enlargement, restoration, relocation or moving of buildings ,vithin fire
districts. The applicant must submit complete architectUl'al and engineering
plans and specifications bearing the seal of a registered professional engineer
or architect.
It is important to note that such exceptions are granted only to those buildings or
structw'es designated under state or local jUl'isdiction as "historic." Although the City of
DeFuniak Springs has, by its adoption of the code containing the above provision,
subscribed to such exception for "historic" buildings, it has not established by ordinance any
procedUl'e for confelTing such a designation. Through its bllilding code or futUl'e historic
preservation ordinance, the City should encoUl'age the occupancy and use of historic
buildings and discoUl'age their replacement, demolition, neglect, or radical alteration.
Zoning Code: Tne i'ntroduction of unharmonious elements \vithin a historic setting
may destroy the integrity of a historic reSOUl'ce. Historic architectUl'al controls are merely
a special kind of zoning and should be considered a reasonable regulation of property
47

applied in the interest of the community. Zoning is the most common historic preservation
tool and one that at the same time presents significant dangers to historic resomces if it is
wrongfully applied.
The introduction of commercial buildings into a residential
neighborhood, for example, often ieads to the ncighborh8Gd's eventual demise, and typically
compromises the historic character of that neighborhood. The term zoning applies to a
nlU'l1ber of land use controls. The adoption of a historic preservation ordinance and
instituting changes favorable to historic buildings in the zoning code can help preserve a
community's architectmal heritage.
Archaeological Survey: Archaeological resomces are a potentially important part of
the cultmal heritage of DeFuniak Springs and deserve protection together with architectmal
and historical resomces. The City should look toward sponsoring a definitive archaeological
survey to gain some knowledge regarding the potential for the existence and location of
archaeological resomces. It should also establish protective zones within which investigation
efforts must be undertaken prior to excavation for new construction projects. Such a step
is admittedly difficult and would probably generate opposition. In the absence of such a
measuJe, however, the prehistoric record of DeFuniak Springs will eventually be destroyed.
Celtified Local · Government (CLG) Program: Since its establishment by Congress
in 1966, the National Historic Preservation Program has operated as a decentralized
partnership, which includes the federal government and the states. The program was
chaJged with the identification, evaluation, and protection of historic properties based
criteria used by the National Register of Historic Places. Carried out by the states under
the direction of the National Park Service, the program has been carried to most states,
induding Florida. Participating states receive funding assistance in the form of allllUal
grants from the Federal Historic Preservation Trust Fund to support their efforts. Those
funds are normally used to support the staff of the State Historic Preservation Office. A
portion of the funds are often regranted for survey and planning activities.
The success of that working relationship prompted Congress to extend the
partnership to provide for direct participation by qualified local governments. The National
Historic Preservation Act Amendments of 1980 (P.L. 96.515) provide the legal basis for
the new federal-state-local preservation partnership, commonly referred to as the Certified
Local Government Program. The anlendments du-ect the State Historic Preservation
Officer and the Secretary of the Interior to establish procedmes for the certification of local
governments to participate in this partnership. The Certified Local Govenunent Progranl
permits the states to delegate limited responsibilities to local governments, which meet
specific qualifications for certification and provide limited grant-in-aid funding to assist them
in that process.
To become a CLG participant, the City of DeFuniak Springs must adopt a historic
preservation ordinance that includes establishing a qualified review authority, maintaining
a system of survey and inventory of historic resomces, and encomaging public participation
in the historic preservation program. The present direction of federal funding for historic
preservation suggests the wisdom of enlisting in the CLG program.
Main Street Program: The National Main Street Center, a special demonstration
program of the National Trust, is an expansion of the Trust's nationally recognized Main
Street Project, whose goal was to encomage economic revitalization within the context of
historic preservation in downtowns of small cities.
Can small-town Main Streets compete with malls? Should towns attempt to halt the
flight of larger stores to the Malls? How can downtowns be marketed as "historic" without
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resorting to fake history and period pieces? These and other questions are being tested in
dozens of commlll1ities across Florida.
Model strategies are created to support local downtown efforts. The Main Street
Center brings together existing private and public resources in to,vl15 whose older 'business
districts retains some vestige of their .visual historic character yet whose economic position
is slipping. Its goal is a return to community self-relia11ce and vigorous downtown
commercial districts.
The Main Street Program has a membership network, provides technical assistance
and training programs, and issues publications and audiovisual materials. A videotape
series was supported by the National Endowment for the Arts and the U.S. Department of
Agriculture. The center also works with numerous other public and private agencies to
coordinate the use of financial and technical aid for Main Street activities. The Florida
Main street Program is coordinated by the Department of State.
Private and Voluntary Financial and Legal Techniques
A variety of legal and financial incentives and instruments are available for use by
government and its citizens to assist in the preservation effort. Some are already provided
through federal or state law or regulations; others must be adopted by the local
government. In most cases, the instruments that local govermnent and residents can employ
in the preservation process are familiar devices in real estate and tax law.
Vollll1tary preservation and conservation agreements represent the middle ground
between the maximal protection afforded by outright public ownershipnf environmentally
significant lands and the sometimes minimal protection gained by government land use
regulation. For properties that are unprotected by government land use regulation, a
voluntary preservation agreement may be the only preservation technique available. For
other properties, govenunent regulation provides a fOlll1dation of protection. The private
preservation agreement reinforces the protection provided under a local ordina11ce or other
land use regulation.
Voluntary preservation agreements have been used for years to protect property for
private, public and quasi-public purposes. Before the advent of zoning, many of the
covenants and development restrictions used in modern condomiltium or subdivision
declarations were used to address such fundamental zoning concerns as commercial and
industrial uses of property, the sale of alcoholic beverages and other illicit purposes. With
the advent of the "Scenic Highway" in the 1930s, scenic easements were used to protect the
views from such highways as the Blue Ridge Parkway, the George Washington Memorial
Parkway, and the Great River Road along the Mississippi River.
Easements: Because of federal tax considerations, the charitable gift of a
preservation easement is by far the most commonly used voluntary preservation technique.
A preservation easement is a voluntary legal agreement between a property owner
("grantor") and a preservation organization or unit of govenmlent ("holding organization"
or "grantee"). The easement results in a restriction placed against the future development
of a property. In use as a historic preservation instrument, the easement is usually placed
with a non-profit organization that is qualified to maintain it over a period of time. Ta"X
advantages are available for some easements. Federal law permits, for example, the
donation of a facade easement for the purpose of preserving the exterior integrity of a
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qualified historic building. Scenic or open space easements are used to preserve
archaeological sites.
Mutual covenants: Mutual covenants are agreements among adjacent property
(;wne,s to subject -::ach participating property owner's land to a conunon system of property
maintenance and regulation. Typically such covenants regulate broad categories of activity,
such as new construction with viewsheds, clear cutting of trees or other major topographical
changes, subdivision of open spaces, and major land use changes. Such control is critical
in historic areas that involve substantial amowlts of open space, where development of the
land would irreversibly dan1age the historic character of an area.
Purchase of development rights: This device, equivalent to an easement, involves the
acquisition of certain rights to a property. The value of the development right is defined
as the difference between the property's market value and its useful value.
Tmnsfer of development rights: This legal instrwnent is employed to protect historic
resources, such as archaeological sites, by permitting the right to develop a property to be
transferred to another location, sparing the original property from destruction or alteration.
Charitable gifts: Charitable gifts have traditionally played an important role in
preserving historic properties. Broadly stated, a taxpayer is entitled to a charitable
contribution deduction for income, estate and gift tax purposes for the amount of cash or
the fair market value of property donated to charity during the taxable year. Familiarity
with the income, estate and gift tax treatment of charitable gifts is essential to
w1derstanding the opportunities that are available through use of this device for historic
preservation purposes.
Revolving fund: A revolving fund, normally administered by a non-profit or
goverllI11ental unit, establishes a monetary basis on which property can be bought, improved,
maintained, and sold. Revolving fund monies are subsequently returned and reused. The
funds act to create a new economic and social force in the commwlity. The Walton County
Heritage Association, as a chartered non-profit corporation, could legally undertake to
administer such a fund, though it is not staffed to do so at present.
Federal Financial Incentives and Programs
Rehabilitation tax credits: Federal tax credits upon the expenses incurred in the
rehabilitation of an income-producing qualified historic structure have been available for
a decade. The 1986 Tax Reform Act provides for a 20 percent credit for certified historic
structures and a 10 percent credit for structures more than fifty years old.
Despite the severe restrictions placed upon the use of real estate and other forms
of ta.x shelter in the 1986 law, the tax credit increases the attractiveness of old and historic
building rehabilitation by virtually eliminating all forms of competing real estate investment,
with the exception of the low-income housing tax credit.
The 1986 Act opens new opportunities for the nonprofit organization to become
involved in real estate. The Act's extension of the depreciation period for real estate
considerably reduces the penalties enacted in the Tax Reform Act of 1984 to discourage
taxpayers from entering into long-term leases or partnerships with tax-exempt entities.
Those penalties had the effect of hampering partnerships between nonprofit and
government agencies and private developers.
In addition, an increasing emphasis on "economic" incentives, rather than tax-driven
benefits, that is a result of the 1986 Act's limitations on the use of tax shelter and the 10
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percent set-aside for nonprofit sponsors under the new low-income housing tax credit,
ensure that tax-exempt organizations will participate increasingly in rehabilitation projects.
That legal change has begun to open new and innovative ownership and tax structuring and
financing opportunities for ooth the Lie'lelupment ~Qmmurtity and nonprofit preservation
organizations.
.
Low-income housing credits: The 1986 Act provides for special relief for investors
in certain low-income housing projects of historic buildings.
Community Development Block Gmnt funds: The federal Commurtity Development
Block Grant program permits the use of funds distributed as community block grants for
historic preservation purposes, such as survey of historic resources.
Other federally-assisted measures: In addition to tax credits, the federal codes are
replete with incentives to assist historic preservation activity. Such assistance often comes
in the form of relief from rules and requirements that normally apply to non-historic
buildings or property. In coastal zone areas where specific building elevations are required
for federal insurance purposes, for example, exemptions are provided to qualified historic
structures. Other examples of such measures abound.
State incentives and programs
The Florida Legislature has enacted a number of statutes to stimulate redevelopment
of areas defined variously as blighted, slums, or enterprise zones. Since such areas are
often rich in older or historic building stock, the statutes provide a major tool for
preservation and rehabilitation. State incentives and programs encouraging revitalization
of areas defined as enterprise zones are:
a; The Community Contribution Tax Credit, which is intended to
encourage private corporations and insurance com parties to participate in
revitalization projects undertaken by public redevelopment orgartizations in
enterprise zones. This credit explicitly includes historic preservation districts
as both eligible sponsors and eligible locations for such projects. The credit
allows a corporation or insurance company a 55 cents refund on Florida
Taxes for each dollar contributed up to a total contribution of $400,000,
assuming the credit does not exceed the state tax liability.
b. Tax increment financing provides for use of the tax upon an
increased valuation of an improved property to amortize the cost of the bond
issue floated to finance the improvement. Tax increment financing can
effectively pay for redevelopment by requiring that the additional ad valorem
taxes generated by the redeveloped area be placed in a special redevelopment
trust fund and used to repay bondholders who provided funding at the
beginning of the project. This device is often used in cOl11l11ercial or incomeproducing neighborhoods.
c. The State of Florida permits counties to offer property tax
abatement to property owners in historic districts. The program has not been
admirtistratively implemented, however.
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d. Job creation incentive credits.
e. Economic revitalization tax credits.
f. Community development corporation support programs.
g. Sales tax exemption for building materials used in rehabilitation of
real property in enterprise zones.
h. Sales tax exemption for electrical energy used in enterprise zones.
i. Credit against sales tax for job creation in enterprise zones.

j. State and local incentives and programs encmrraging revitalization
not only of enterprise zones, slums, or blighted areas, but of historic
properties in general include the reduced assessment and transfer of
development rights provisions listed above and, most notably, Industrial
Revenue Bonds.
While many of the incentives and programs listed above appear directed toward
areas defined as slums or blighted, preservationists cannot overlook the economic
encow'agement they offer for the rehabilitation of historic structures and districts falling
within these definitions. Moreover, there are significant incentiVf~s 'lll1ong them which are
available to historic properties and districts without regard to blight or urban decay. These
prominently include the Commwlity Contribution Tax Credit and Tax Increment Financing.
Other Pl"Ograms
Marker program: Markers usually appear in the form of bronze or wood signs that
describe a historical event that occwTed in the vicinity or that call attention to a building
or other object of historical or architectural interest. The State of Florida has a marker
program, as do several counties and cities throughout the state. A marker program must
be carefully implemented and administered and the sites for placement of markers chosen
with caution. Such a program should be implemented in cooperation with the Walton
County Heritage Association and the City of DeFuniak Springs.
Plaque program: Related programs include the award of plaques or certificates of
historical significance to the owners of buildings that meet specific criteria established for
the program. Awards of this kind are often employed to encourage preservation by
recognizing outstanding efforts by property owners well as to identify important sites and
buildings.
A program to award plaques under some kind of official sponsorship may be
accomplished in concert between the City of DeFuniak Springs and the Walton County
Heritage Association. In undertaking such a program, however, its directors must
understand the absolute necessity for establishing written and well defined criteria to govern
the awards. The awards should, moreover, be made by a qualified jury or awards
cOllUnittee acting upon the established criteria. In the absence of such steps, the awards

as
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will become meaningless or, worse, controversial and possibly injme the preservation effort
in the community.
Infonnation materials: Through its various offices and departments, the city should
promote historic resources. The production of maps, brochmes, and other infOimatioilal
material designed to acquaint visitors and residents with the City and its resomces should
include material on historic resomces.
Private Actions
Financial incentives provide perhaps the most persuasive argmnent for historic
preservation. Federal tax incentives for historic preservation, which have provided the
major impetus for rehabilitation ·of historic buildings in the past decade, have recently
experienced changes in the Tax Reform Act of 1986. Although the credits for rehabilitation
were lowered in the new law, they still appear to be an attractive investment incentive,
particularly for owners who have depreciated their property over a number of years.
The State of Florida has become increasingly active in historic preservation dming
the 1980s. It cmrently spends more dollars on historic preservation than any other state in
the nation. The Florida Department of State is responsible for dispersing state preservation
dollars. It provides funding in the areas of acquisition and development, smvey and
registration, and preservation education. The City of DeFuniak Springs should make
certain that it is on the cmrent mailing list of the Bmeau of Historic Preservation and
shoulrl ronsider applying for grants for appropriate projects in the futme. Any public or
privatt> ~gency or group \vithin the community that requires cmrent information on available
loans, grants, and funding sources or programs for historic preservation is advised to inquire
with:
George W. Percy, State Historic Preservation Officer
Department of State, Division of Historic Resomces
R.A. Gray Building
Tallahassee, Florida 32302
Florida Trust for Historic Preservation
P.O. Box 11206
Tallallassee, Florida 32302
Cultmal Resow'ces
National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior
Washington, DC 20240
National Trust for Historic Preservation
1785 Massachusetts Avenue N.W.
Washington, DC 20036
Amcng the projects for which funding may be sought are smvey of architectmal and
archaeological resomces, preparation of National Register nominations, completion of a
Historic Preservation Element to the Comprehensive Plan, acquisition of cultmally
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significant properties, and rehabilitation of historic structures. There are also a variety of
programs available for community development- under the auspices of the Department of
Housing and Urban Development. Infonnation on the status of the various programs and
their relation to historic prc3ervmio.n programs should be obtained through the Florida
Department of Community Affairs.
Summary of Recommendations
1. A copy of this report and the Florida Master Site File forms generated from the
survey should be carefully maintained. Perhaps the best location for the report and those
files is the Archives maintained by the Walton County Heritage Association. A copy of the
.
report should be submitted to the City of DeFuniak Springs.
2. The Heritage Association and City of DeFuniak Springs should utilize the
information contained in this report, becoming aware of the historic building fabric in the
commercial district and surrounding residential neighborhoods, and move to protect those
historic resources. The further loss of residential buildings around Lake DeFuniak,
ultimately, will compromise the historic architectural legacy of the community itself. One
of the best ways to protect historic buildings is through a Historic Preservation Ordinance.
That legal device can protect historic buildings from demolition or radical alteration. A
Historic Preservation Ordinance should be enacted by the City of DeFuniak Springs to
ensure the architectural heritage of the community.
3. The historic buildings of DeFuniak Springs have potential for listing as a district
on the National Register of Historic Places. The consultants believe that a district in
DeFuniak Springs will encounter few difficulties in obtaining nomination to the Register.
In addition, a number of buildings also have potential for listing as individual nominations
in the Register. It should be emphasized that before any National Register activity is
undertaken with individual buildings that (1) Preliminary Site Information Questionnaires
be submitted to the proper State Historic Preservation Officer at the Division of Historic
Resources; and (2) building owners are contacted for consent to have their buildings listed.

4. The Heritage Association and the officials with the City of DeFuniak Springs may
consider a marker program describing events at specific historic sites. A program of that
kind should be undertaken with the cooperation of both parties.
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APPENDIX A
Inventory of Buildings Surveyed

Iq11
INVENTORY OF BUILDINGS SURVEYED IN DEFUNIAK SPRINGS
RN

ADDRESS

STYLE

DATE

PRESENT USE

ORIGINAL USE

CONDITION

201.
200.

304 8 South 2nd Street
310 South 2nd Street

Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular

c. 1895
1914

Private Residence

Education

Apartment

Education

Good
Excellimt

214.

1 Sout h 3rd Street

Late Gothic Revival

c. 1890

Private Residence

Private Residence

EXCE l L ~nt

166.

3-5 North 5th Street

Frame Vernacular

c . 1935

Private Residence

Funeral Home

Fa i r

169 .
270.
271.

'10 North 6th Street
304 North 6th Street
405 North 6th Street

Frame Vernacular
Shotgun
Frame Vernacular

c. 1895
c. 1938
1922

CorrmerciaL

Private Residence
Private Residence

Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence

Gooc
Gooc
GooC

173.

North 7th Street

Masonry Vernacular

c. 1910

Corrmerci al

Corrmercial

Good

152.
153.
177.
176.

9 North 8th Street
11 North 8th Street
28 North 8th Street
110 North 8th Street

Masonry Vernacular
Masonry Vernacular
Masonry Vernacular
Colonial Revival

1898
c. 1915
1920
c. 1938

COlTlTlercial

Corrmercial
Corrmercial
Hotel Annex

Coome"rc i a l
CoomerciaL
Private Organization
Private Residence

Excellent
Good ,
Excellent
Excellent

150.
149.
273.
274.
272 .
275.

10 North 9th Street
16 North 9th Street
209 North 9th Street
211 No rth 9th Street
302 North 9th Street
407 North 9th Street

Frame VernacuLar
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Colonial Revival
Masonry Vernacular

c. 1922
1929
1915
c. 1920
c . 1905
c. 1940

Cornnercial
Conmercial
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Corrmercial

Conmercial
Coamercial
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Corrrnercial

Fair
Fa i r
Excellent
Fair
Good
Good

148 .
154 .

2 North 10th Street
124 North 10th Street

Masonry Vernacular
Frame Vernacular

c. 1915
c. 1915

ConmerciaL
Private Residence

Cocrmercial
Private Residence

Excellent
Good

138 .
129.
47 .
128 .
48.
127 .
49.
126 .
125 .
124 .
50.
123.

1 South 11th Street
103 South 11th Street
200 South 11th Street
203 South 11th Street
206 South 11th Street
207 South 11th Street
212 South 11th Street
301 South 11th Street
309 South 11th Street
311 South 11th Street
312 South 11th Street
411 South 11th Street

Frame Vernacular
Colonial Revival
Bungalow
Frame Vernacular
Folk Victorian
Frame Vernacular
Folk Victorian
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Folk Victorian
Frame Vernacular

c.
c.
c.
c.
c.
c.
c.
c.
c.
c.
c.

Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private

Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private

Good
Good
Excellent
Good
Excellent
Excellent
Excellent
Excellent
Excellent
Excellent
Excellent
Excel lent

1935
1940
1929
1895
1890
1915
1890
1910
1915
1900
1890
1905

Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence

Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence

Inventory continued

122.
51.
52.
53.

501
504
604
608

136.
119.
118.
117.
116.
115.
109.
108.
107.
104.
106.
105.

5 South 12th Street
301 South 12th Street
305 South 12th Street
308 South 12th Street
311 South 12th Street
312 South 12th Street
503 South 12th Street
508 South 12th Street
511 South 12th Street
606 South 12th Street
607 South 12th Street
608 South 12th Street

89.
90.
91.
94.
95.
97.
101.
102.
103.

205
207
21'
309
311

Frame Vernacular

c. 1929
c. 1935

Private
Private
Private
Private

Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence

Excellent
Fair
Excellent
Excellent

Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private

Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence

Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private

Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence

Good
Excellent
Good
Excel tent

Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular

c. 1915
c. 1915
c. 1915
c. 1915
c. 1895
c. 1922
c. 1895
c . 1922
c . 1890
c. 1929
c. 1920
c . 1938

Street
Street
Street
Street
Street
Street
Street
Street
Street

Frame Vernacular
Bungalow
Frame Vernacular
Fo lie Vi ctori an
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular

c. 1929
c. 1920
c . 1905
c. 1905
1910
c. 1905
c. 1905
c. 1905
c. 1888

Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private

Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence·
Residence
Residence

Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private

Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence

Good
Good
Good
Good
Excellmt
Excell·?:1t
Good
Good
Good

253.
252.

107 South 17th Street
111 South 17th Street

Bungalow
Frame Vernacular

c. 1915
c. 1915

Private Residence
Private Residence

Private Residence
Private Residence

Good
Good

251.
250.
249.

105 South 18th Street
109 South 18th Street
111 South 18th Street

Bungalow
Bungalow
Bungalow

c. 1920

c. 1920
c. 1920

Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence

Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence

Good
Good
Good

248.

109 South 19th Street

Bungalow

c. 1925

Private Residence

Private Residence

Good

264.

North 21st Street

Frame Vernacular

c. 1915

Private Residence

Private Residence

Good

Frame
Frame
Frame
Frame
Frame

c. 1900
c. 1895
c. 1922
c. 1915
c. 1910

Priva~e

Private
Private
Private
Private

Private
Private
Private
Private
Private

Excellent
Excellent
Good
Good
Good

111110.
100.

99.
98.

13th
13th
13th
13th
13th
13th
13th
13th
13th

Street
Street
Street
Street

c. 1905

Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence

South
South
South
South
South
South
South
South
South

11th
11th
11th
11th

frame Vernacular
Folk Victorian

Private
Private
Private
Private

405
512
602
60S

South
South
South
South

8 Arbutus Avenue
12 Arbutus Avenue
106 Arbutus Avenue
107 Arbutus Avenue
111 Arbutus Avenue

Bungalow
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Bungalow
Folk: .Victor i an

Bungalow
Folk Victorian
Frame Vernacular

Vernacular
Vernacular
Vernacular
Vernacular
Vernacular

c . 1895

Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence

Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence

Excell~nt

Good
Excel l~nt
ExcellEnt
Excellent
Fair
Excell.;nt
Goo~

Inventory continued

114.
112.
113.
96.

" Arcadia AVenue
101 Arcadia Avenue
105 Arcadia Avenue
111 Arcadia Avenue

Frame
Frame
Frame
Frame

159.
160.
161.
162.
163.
164.
165.
188.
186.
187.
185.
184.
182.
183.
157.
156.
158 .
155.
140.
141.
142.
143.
144.
145.
146.
147.
263.
262 .
202 .
203 .

2-4 East Baldwin Avenue
12-14 East Ba ldwin Avenue
16-20 East Baldwin Avenue
22 East Baldwin Avenue
100 East Baldwin Avenue
102 East Baldwin Avenue
104 East Baldwin Avenue
206 East Baldwin Avenue
208 East Baldwin Avenue
210 East Baldwin Avenue
302 East Baldwin Avenue
504 East Baldwin Avenue
512 East Baldwin Avenue
586 East Baldwin Avenue
6-8 West Baldwin Avenue
12-20 ~e st Baldwin Avenue
19 Uest Baldwin Avenue
22 Ues t Baldwin Avenue
102 West Baldwin Avenue
104 Yest Baldwin Avenue
108 Yest Baldwin ~venue
118 ~est Baldwin Avenue
126 Uest Baldwin Avenue
128 Uest Baldwin Avenue
210 West Baldwin Avenue
224 West Baldwin Avenue
608 Yest Baldwin Avenue
700 Yest Baldwin Avenue
105 East Bay Avenue
108 Ear.t Bay Avenue

Masonry Vernacular
Masonry Vernacular
Masonry Vernacular
Masonry Vernacular
Masonry Vernacular
Masonry Vernacular
Masonry Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Masonry Vernacular
Masonry Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Masonry Vernacular
Masonry Vernacular
Masonry Vernacular
Masonry Vernacular
Masonry Vernacular
Masonry Vernacular
Masonry Vernacular
Masonry Vernacular
Art Deco
Frame Vernacular
Masonry Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular

c. 1910
c. 1905
c. 1929
1908
1908
c. 1900
c. 1900
c. 1905
c. 1900
c. 1900
c. 1905
c. 1922
c. 1922
c. 1915
c. 1905
c. 1905
1912
c. 1905
1913
c. 1900
c. 1915
1921
c. 1915
c. 1905
c. 1915
c. 1940
c. 1910
c. 1920
c. 1929
c. 1905

16.
277.
283.

106 Uest Bruce Avenue
400 West Bruce Avenue
804 West Bruce Avenue

Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Bungalow

269.
268.

211 Uest Chaffin Avenue
302 W
est Chaffin Avenue

282 .
189.

16 East Circle Drive
20 East Circle Drive

VernacuLar
Vernacula r
Vernacular
Vernacular

c.
c.
c.
c.

1922
1900
1905
1910

Private
Private
Private
Private

Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence

Private
Private
Private
Private

Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence

Excellent
Excellent
Good
Good

COll1Tlercial
Corrmerc i a l
Corrmercial
Coomercial
Coomercial
COll1Tlercial
Comnercial
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
CO/l1TIerciaL
COll1Tlercial
Depot
COll1Tlercial
COll1Tlercial
COll1Tlercial
COll1Tlercial
COll1Tlercial
Corrmercial
Corrmercial
Corrmercial
Corrmercial
Private Residence
COll1Tlercial
Private Residence
Private Residence

COll1Tlercial
Comnercial
Corrrnercial
Comnercial
Corrmercial
Comnercial
Comnercial
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
ConmerciaL
Ccmnercial
Depot
Corrmercial
Conmercial
Corrmerci a l
Corrmercial
COll1Tlercial
CorrmerciaL
Corrmercial
Corrmerci a l
Coomercial
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence

Excellent
Excellent
Excellent
Excellent
Excellent
Excellent
Excellent
Excellent
Good
Excellent
Good
Good,
Good
Fair
Excellent
Good
Good
Excellent
Excellent
Good
Good
Good
Good
Fair
Excellw1t

c. 1910
c. 1935
c. 1925

Private Residence
Private Residence
Corrmercial

Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence

Good
Fair
Good

Frame Ve rnacular
Frame Vernacular

c. 1915
c. 1929

Private Residence
Private Residence

Private Residenc e
Private Residence

Fair
Good

Masonry Vernacular
Neoclassical

1929
c . 1910

Private Residence
Private Residence

Private Residence
Private Residence

Good
Excellent

Excell~nt

Good
Excel lent
Excell~nt

Good

Inventory continued
24 East Circle Drive

Neoclassical

100
102
202
208
212

East
East
Ea::.t
East
East

Drive
Drive
Drive
Drive
Drive

Neoclassical
Frame VernacuLar
Folk Victorian
Bungalow
Folk Victorian

1923
c. 1905
1902
c. 1915
c. 1905

302
306
308
310

East Ci rele Drive
East Circle Drive
East Circle Drive

Cueen Anne
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Bungalow

c.
c.
c.
c.

Masonry Vernacular
Queen Anne

c.

Masonry Vernacular
Colonial Revival
Frame Vernacular

c.

4_

404 East Circle Drive
406 East CircLe Drive
408 East Circle Drive

5_

410 East Circle Drive

Colonial Reviv<ll

6_

506 East Circle Drive
508 East Circle Drive
15 \Jest Circle Drive
17 \Jest Circle Drive
19 \Jest Circle Drive
101 \Jest Circle Drive
121 West Circle Drive
203 West Circle Drive
205 \Jest Circle Drive
211 \.Jest Circle Dr i ve
215 \Jest Circle Drive
219 \Jest Circle Drive
223 \.Jest Circle Drive
301 \Jest Circle Drive
307 \Jest Circle Drive
311 \Jest Circle Drive
315 \Jest Circle Drive
317 \Jest Circle Drive
450-452 \Jest Circle Dr-lve
460 \.Jest Circle Drive

190_
178_

91192_
193_
194_
195_
196_
197_
198_
199_
1-

2_
3_

7_
37_
36_
35_

33.
32.
30_
29_
28_
27_
26_
25_
24_
23_

22_
9_

8_
3134_
79_
80_
60_

6163_
62_
12_

13_

Circle
Circle
Circle
Circle
Circle

East Circle Drive
312 East Circle Drive
402 East ci rcle Drive

2 Clay Street
4 Clay Street
107 Clay Street
111 Clay Street
112 CLay Street
115 Clay Street
118 Clay Street
129 Clay Street

Folk Victorian
---frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Masonry Vernacular
FrClme VernClcular
Queen Anne
Frame Vernacular
late Gothic Revival
Frame Vernacular
Queen Anne
Queen Anne
Queen Anne
Folk ' Victorian
Folk Victorian
Folk Victorian
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Neoclassical
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Bungalow
Colonial Revival
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular

1895

c.

c.
c.
c.
c.
c.
c.
c.
c.
c.

c.

Private Residence
Private Residence
Excellent
Religious
Religious
Good
Private Residence
Private Residence
Good
Private Residence
Private Residence
Excellent
Private Residence
Private Residence
Excellent
Private Residence
Private Residence
Excellent
1905
Private Residence
Private Residence
Excellent
1922
Private Residence
Private Residence
Good
1915
Private Residence
Private Residenc~
Excel lent
1915
Private Resldence
Private Residence
Excellent
1938
Private Residence
Private Residence
Excellent
1907
Private Residence
Private Residence
Excellent
1938
Private Residence
Private Residence
Excellent
1940
Private Residence
Private Residence
Excellent
1910
Private Residence
Private Residence
Good
1887
Private Residence
Private Residence
Excellent
1888
Private Residence
Private Residence
Excellent
1900 _ _ _ Private Residence _ _ _ Private Residence_.__ 'Excellent
1885
Private Residence
Private Residence
Excellent
1910
Private Residence
Private Residence
Excellent
1938
Apartment
Clinic
Excellent
1895
Private Residence
Private Residence
Excellent
1907
Private Residence
Private Residence
Excellent
1900
Private Residence
Private Residence
Good
1896
Religious
Religious
Excellent
1900
Private Residence
Private Residence
Good
1895
Private Residence
Private Residence
Excellent
1895
Private Residence
Private Residence
Excellent
1902
Private Residence
Private Residence
Excellent
1884
Private Residence
Private Residence
Excellent
1904
Private Residence
Private Residence
Excellent
1889
Private Residence
Private Residence
Excel Lent
1912
Private Residence
Private Residence
ExceL tent
1910
Private Residence
Private Residence
Excellent
1909
Public
Education
Excellent
1887
Library
library
Excellent

c_ 1938
c_ 1915
c_ 1910
c_ 1910
c_ 1925
c_ 1929
c. 1910
c. 1900

Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private

Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence

Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
'Private

Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence

Excel tent
Excellent
Excellent
ExcellE:nt
Excellent
Excel Lent
Excellent
Good

Inventory continued

c. 1900

Folk. Victorian
Frame Vernacular

c. 1910

Private Residence
Private Residence

Private Residence
Private Residence

Good
Good

Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Colonial Revival
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular

c. 1900
c. 1900
1914
c. 1915
c. 1938

Private Residence
Private Residence
Apartment
Private Residence
Private Residence

Private Residence
Private Residence
Dormitory/Gym
Private Residence
Private Residence

Good
Good
Good
Excellent
Good

1 Crescent Street
7 Crescent Street
109 Crescent Street
111 Crescent Street
113 Crescent Street
205 Crescent Street
209 Crescent Street
215 Crescent Street
217 Crescent Street
221 Crescent Street

Frame
Frame
Frame
Frame
Frame
Frame
Frame
Frame
Frame
Frame

Vernacular
Vernacular
Vernacular
Vernacular
Vernacular
Vernacular
Vernacular
Vernacular
Vernacular
Vernacular

c. 1929
c. 1915
c. 1915
c. 1910
c. 1900
c. 1900
1898
c. 1915
c. 1915
c. 1905

Commercial
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence

Commercial
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence

Good
ExceLLEnt
Good
Excell"nt
Good
Poor
ExcelLEnt
Excellent
Excellent
Excelll:!:1t

224.
225.
226.

3 East Dorsey Avenue
103 East Dorsey Avenue
105 East Dorsey Avenue
201 East Dorsey Avenue

Frame
Frame
Frame
Frame

VernacuLar
VernacuLar
VernacuLar
Vernacular

c. 1938
c. 1915
c. 1920
c. 1920

Private
Private
Private
Private

Private
Private
Private
Private

fair
Good
Fair
Good

229.
230.

112 East Douglas Street
115 East Douglas Street

Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular

c. 1925
c. 1925

Private Residence
Private Residence

Private Residence
Private Residence

Good
Excellent

228.
231.
232.
233.

111
309
310
312

Frame
Frame
Frame
Frame

c. 1925
c. 1915
c. 1915

Private
Private
Private
Private

Private
Private
Private
Private

ExceLlent
Good
Excellent
Excellent

21.

105 Georgia Street

Masonry Vernacular

121.
120.
93.
92.

8 Guava Avenue
11 Guava Avenue
111 Guava Avenue
112 Guava Avenue

CoLonial Revival
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Bungalow

10.

104 Hubbard Street

75 .
76 .

101 LeConte Street
103 LeConte Street

11.
14.

130 Clay Street
131 Clay Street

204.
205.
215.
235.
234.

208
212
318
505
611

38.
44.
73.
72.
71.
70.
69.
68.
67.
66.

223.

East
East
East
East
East

South
South
South
South

College
College
College
College
College

Avenue
Avenue
Avenue
Avenue
Avenue

Florence
Florence
Florence
Florence

Street "
Street
Street
Street

Vernacular
Vernacular
Vernacular
Vernacular

c. 1915

Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence

Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence

Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence

Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence

Education

Education

Fair

c. 1905
c . 1895
c. 1915
c. 1915

Private
Private
Private
Private

Private
Private
Private
Private

Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence

Exceltf"nt
Excellent
Good
Good

Frame Vernacular

c. 1910

Private Residence

Private Residence

Excellent

Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular

c. 1900

Private Residence
Private Residence

Private Residence
Private Residence

Excellent
Good

1937

c. 1905

Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence

Inventory continued

43_
45_
42_
4140_
139 _
130_
135 _
131134.
132_
133_

46_
240 _
259 _
258_
257_
241256 _
242_
243 _

244_
245 _

246 _
247_
213 _
212 _
211210_
209_
208 _
207 _

206_
216_
217_
218_
219 _

220_
221222_
227_
137_
39_

Frame VernacuLar
Frame Vernacular
Queen Anne
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Colonial RevivaL
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Bungalow

12 Live Oak Avenue
101 Live Oak Avenue
102 live Oak Avenue
104 Live Oak Avenue
108 live Oak Avenue
302 Live Oak Avenue
401 . l lve Oak Avenue
402 Live Oak Avenue
405 Live Oak Avenue
406 Live Oak Avenue
409 Live Oak Avenue
412 live Oak Avenue
434 live Oak Avenue
502 Live Oak Avenue
503 Live Oak Avenue
507 Live Oak Avenue
511 Live Oak Avenue
606 Live Oak Avenue
6" Live Oak Avenue
612 Live Oak Avenue
702 Live Oak Avenue
801 Live Oak Avenue
803 live Oak Avenue
91' Live Oak Avenue
1011 live Oak Avenue

Neoclassical
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Queen Anne
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Bunga low
Bungalow
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular

1 East Main Street
111 East Main Street
201 East Main Street
205 East Main Street
303 East Main Street
311 Eost Main Street
411 East Main Street
416 East Main Street
500 East Main Street
501 East Main Street
503 East Main Street'
511 East Main Street
512 East Main Street
515 East Main Street
601 East Main Street
611 East Main Street
203 ~est Main Street
417 Yest Main Street

Frame Vernacular
Fo l k vi ctori an
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Masonry Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Frame Ve rnacular
Frame Vernacula r
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Queen Anne
Frame Vernacular
Neoclassical
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular

Frame Vernacular

c_
c_
c_
c_
c_

c. 1920
c. 1890
c _ 1915

Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Religious
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Commercial
Commercial
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence

Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Religious
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence

Excellent
Excellent
Excellent
Excellent
Excellent
Excel Lent
Good
Excellent
Excellent
Good
Good
Excellent
Excellent
Good
Good
Good
Good
Excellent
Excellent
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good

c_ 1895
c. 1895
c_ 1895
c_ 1910
c_ 1885
c_ 1905
c. 1915
c_ 1905
c _ 1910
c _ 1910
c_ 1905
c. 1910
c_ 1900
c_ 1895
c _ 1900
c_ 1910
c_ 1912
c_ 1915

Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Commercial
Private Residence
Apartment
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Commercial
Private Residence

Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Commercial
Private Residence
Apartment
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Commercial
Private Residence

Good
Excelll:,1t
Good
Excell :nt
Excellent
Good
Fair
Good
Good
Good
Fair
Fair
Good
Excellent
Excellent
Excellent
Good
Excellent

c_

c_
c_
c_

c_
c_
c_
c_

c_
c_
c_
c_
c_

c_
c_

c_

1912
1900
1895
1900
1905
1905
1900
1900 ·
1895
1905
1929
1900
1927
1905
1938
1895
1900
1890
1895
1900
1910
1920

Inventor)' continued

58.
59.
279.
170.
171168.
167.
179.
180.
181237.
174.

172.
175 .
15182.
8183.
84.
85.
88 .

1 Michigan Street
9 Michigan Street
207 Michigan Street

6 East Nelson Avenue
7 East Nelson Avenue
100 East Nelson Avenue
111 East Nelson Avenue

Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Frame VernacuLar

c . 1915
c. 1915

Folk Victorian
Frame Vernacular

c . 1890

611 East Nelson Avenue

Neoclassical
Masonry Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular

612 East Nelson Avenue

Frame VernacuLar

631 East NeLson Avenue
1 ~est Nelson Avenue
2 ~est Nelson Avenue
10 ~est NeLson Avenue
102 Uest Nelson Avenue

Frame Vernacular
Masonry Vernacular
Masonry Vernacular
Second Empire

11 Orange Avenue

205 East Nelson Avenue

Masonry VernacuLar

86 .

108 Orange Avenue

87.
255.
254.

112 Orange Avenue
409 Orange Avenue
504 Orange Avenue

Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Bungalow
Frame Vernacular
Frame VernacuLar
Frame Vernacular
Frame VernacuLar
FrClme Vernacular
Frame VernacuLar
BungaLow

238.
239.

, North Park Avenue
3 North Park Avenue

Frame VernacuLar
Bungalow

20 .
19.
18.
17.
15.
276.

3

~est Park Avenue
7 ~est Park Avenue
" Vest Park Avenue
103 ~est Park Avenue
111 ~est Park Avenue
302 Yest Park Avenue

Frame
Frame
Frame
Frame
Frame
Frame

65.

101 Plateau Avenue
102 Plateau Avenue

Frame Vernacular
Folk Victorlan
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular

64.

77.
78.
57.
56.

12 Orange Avenue
102 Orange Avenue
104 Orange Avenue

106 Orange Avenue
107 Orange Avenue

202 Plateau Avenue
204 Plateau Avenue
304 Plateau Avenue
306 PLateau Avenue

Vernacular
Vernacular
Vernacular
Vernacular
Vernacular
Vernacular

c. 1915

c . 1935
1926
c . 1935
1904
c. 1925
c. 1925
c. 1929
c . 1922
1939
c. 1890
1938

c . 1938
c. 1895
c . 1938

c . 1938
c. 1938
c . 1915
c. 1905
c . 1910
c. 1940
c. 1920
c . 1920

Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence

Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence

ExceLlent
Excel tznt
Excettcnt

Private Residence
Corrmercial
Goverrment
Religious
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Corrmercial
Coornercial
Private Residence
Corrmercial

Private Residence
Coomercial
Government
Rel igious
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence
COITITlercial
Government
Private Residence
Corrmercial

Exce l tent
Good
Good
Excellent

Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private

Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private

Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence ·
Residence
Residence

Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence

Good

Good
Good
Good
ExceL lent
Excellent
Excellent
Excellent
Fair
Fair
Good
Good
Good
Good
Good
Excellent
Good
Good

Corrmerciat
Private Residence

Conmercial
Private Residence

Good
Good

c . 1900

Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private

Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence

Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private

Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence

Good
Fair
Fair
Good
Excellent
Good

1914
c . 1890
c . 1910
c. 1910
c. 1938
c . 1929

Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private

Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence

Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private

Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence
Residence

Excelle.1t
Excellt.!:1t
Fair
Fair
Excell t:!r1t
ExceL lent

c . 1935
c . 1900

c. 1915
c. 1915
c . 1905
c . 1938

Inventory continued

55.
54.

307 Plateau Avenue
311 Plateau Avenue

Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular

c . 1910
c . 1905

Private Residence
Private Residence

Private Residence
Private Residence

Good
Excellent

284.

Rose Lane and Englebrecht

Bungalow

1918

Private Residence

Dairy House

Fair

278.

203 Scribner Avenue

Folk. Victorian

1887

Private Residence

Private Residence

Good

265.
266.
267.

112 Yest Sloss Avenue
202 Yest Sloss Avenue
210 West Sloss Avenue

Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular

c. 1900
c. 1900
c. 1920

Private Residence
Private Residence
Private Residence

Private Residence
Private Residence
Privat·e Residence

Good
Good
Good

281.
280 .

1214 u.S. Highway 331
1218 U.S. Highway 331

Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular

c . 1905
c. 1895

Private Residence
Private Residence

Private Residence
Private Residence

Excell'O'nt
Excellent

260.
261.

701 Van Buren Avenue
812 Van Suren Avenue

Frame Vernacular
Frame Vernacular

c. 1915
c. 1920

Private Residence
Private Residence

Private Residence
Private Residence

Fair
Fair

74.

106 West Avenue

Frame Vernacular

c. 1895

Rel igious

Private Residence

Excel ~ent

APPENDIX B
The National Register

NATIONAL REGISTER PROGRAM
. .

The National Register of Historic Places is an official listing of historically significant
sites and properties throughout the countly. Maintained by the National Park SelYice,
U.S. Department of Interior, it includes districts, sites buildings, structures, and objects
that have been identified and documented as being significant in American history,
architecture, archaeology, engineering, or culture. These sites and properties reflect the
prehistoric occupation and historical development of our nation, state, and local
commwuties.
Listing in the National Register does not, in itself, impose any obligation on the
property owner, or restrict the owner's basic right to use or dispose of the property as he
or she sees fit. It does, however, encourage the preservation of significant historic resources
in three ways:

1) by providing official recognition of the historic significance of the property and
encouraging consideration of its historic value in future development planning;
2) by imposing limited protection from activities involving funding, licensing, or
assistance by Federal agencies that could result in damage or loss of its historic
values;
3) by making the property eligible for federal financial incentives for historic
preservation.
Redevelopment of a listed property which involves federal funding, licensing, or
assistance will be subject to review by the State Historic Preservation Officer and the
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation to insure that adequate and appropriate
consideration is given to the preservation of the historic qualities for which it was originally
listed. 111is review requirement will also apply to any federally ftmded, licensed, or assisted
activities undertaken by others that could have an adverse effect on the property.
Federal financial incentives for historic preservation include eligibility for direct
matching grants and investment tax credits for the rehabilitation of income-producing
properties.
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APPENDIX C
Federal and State Preservation Laws

FEDERAL PRESERVATION LAWS

Antiquities Act of 1906
Public Law 59-209 16 U.S.c. 431-:53
This act authorizes the President to designate historic and natmal resomces of
national significance located on federally owned or controlled lands as national monwnents.
It provides for the protection of all historic and prehistoric mins and objects of antiquity
located on Federal lands by providing criminal sanctions against excavation, injw'y, or
destruction of such antiquities without the permission of the Secretary of the department
having jmisdiction over such resources. The Secretaries of the Interior, Agricultme, and
Defense are authorized to issue permits for archaeological investigations on lands under
their control to recognized educational and scientific institutions for the pmpose .of
systematically and professionally gathering data of scientific value. For fmther infonnation
consult the Interagency Resomces Division, National Park Service, U.S. Department of the
Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240.
Historic Sites Act of 1935
Public Law 74-292
This act establishes as national policy the preservation for public use of historic
resomces by giving the Secretary of the Interior the power to make historic surveys to
doc\!l11ent, evaluate, acquire, and preserve archaeological and historic sites across the
country. It led to the eventual establishment within the National Park Service of the
Historic Sites Survey, the Historic American Buildings Survey, and the Historic American
Engineering Record. For fmther information consult the Associate Director for Cultural
Resow'ces, National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, Washington, D .C. 20240.
National HiStOlic Presenation Act of 1966
Public Law 89-665 16 U.S.c. 470-470m.
This act authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to expand and maintain a National
Register of districts, sites, buildings, structmes, and objects of local, State, and national
significance and to grant funds to States for the ptrrpose of lmdertaking comprehensive
statewide historic surveys and preparing matching grants-in-aid to the States for the
preservation, acquisition, and development of National Register properties and provides
funding to the National Trust for Historic Preservation to implement its programs. The
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation was established through this act to advise the
President and Congress on matters relating to historic preservation and to comment on
federally licensed, funded, or executed undertakings affecting National Register properties.
Under section 106, Federal agencies are required to take into account the effect of their
proposed undertakings on properties listed in or eligible for inclusion in the National
Register before the expenditme of Federal funds or the issuance of any licenses, and to
allow the Advisory Council a reasonable opportunity to comment. For fmther information
about grants or nominations, consult the Associate Director for Cultmal Resources,
National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240. For
fmther information on the council's procedmes, consult the Advisory Council on Historic
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Preservation, Old Post Office Building, 1100 PelU1Sylvania Avenue, NW, Room 809,
Washington, D.C. 20004. This act was amended significantly by the National Historic
Preservation Act Amendments of 1980.
The Department of Transportation Act of 1966
Public Law 89-670 23 U.S.c. 138 - "4(f)"
This act directs the Secretmy of Transportation not to approve any progrmn or
project that requires the use of land from a historic site of national, State, or local
significance as determined by Federal, State, or local officials having jUl"isdiction thereof
unless (1) there is no feasible and prudent alternative to the use of such land, and (2) such
program includes all possible planning to minimize harm to such historic property. This
means that the Federal Highway Administration, the Federal Aviation Administration, the
Urban Mass Transportation Administration, and the U.S. Coast Gnm·d must consider the
potential effect of their projects on historic reSOUl"ces whether or not the historic reSOUl"ce
affected is listed in or determined to be eligible for the National Register. For further
information consult the Office of Environmental Affairs, U.S. Depm·tment of
Transportation, Washington, D.C. 20590.
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969
Public Law 91-190 42 U.S.c. 4321 et. seq. (1970)
Under this act Federal agencies m·e obligated to consider the enviromnental costs
of their projects as part of the Federal planning process. For major Federal actions
significantly affecting the quality of the human environment, Federal agencies · are to
prepare an envil"Orunental impact statement. The Department of the Interior and the
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation comment on enviromnental impact statements
to evaluate impact on historic reSOUl"ces. For fmther information consult the Office of
Review and Compliance, Advisory COWlcil on Historic Preserva.ion, Old Post Office
Building, 1100 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Room 809, Washington, D.C. 20004.
Executive Order 11593, Protection and Enhancement of the Culuual Enviromnent
16 U.S.c., 470 (Supp. 1, 1971)
With this order, the President directs Federal agencies to take a leadership role in
preserving, restoring, and maintaining the historic environment of the Nation. Federal
agencies must survey, inventory, and nominate all historic reSOUl"ces under their jUl"isdiction
or control f(to the extent that the agency substantially exercises the attributes of ownership)
to the National Register. Until these processes are completed, agency heads must exerCise
caution to asSUl"e that potentially qualified Federal property is not inadvertently transferred,
sold, demolished, or substantially altered. When planning projects, agencies are Ul"ged to
request the opinion of the Secretmy of the Interior as to the eligibility for National Register
listing of properties whose reSOUl"ce value is questionable or has not been inventoried.
Agencies are directed to institute procedUl"es, in consultation with the Advisory Council on
Historic Preservation, to enSUl"e that Federal plans and progrmns contribute to the
preservation mld enhancement of nonfederally owned historic reSOUl"ces. The procedUl"es
of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation recommend that Federal agencies comply
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by identifying all potential historic resources in the environmental impact area of projects
which they fund, license, or execute. Properties that have been determined eligible under
this process receive the same protection as Nation"al Register listed properties under section
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, but they are not eligible to be
considered for National Park Service matching grants-in-aid. For information and
procedures on requesting determinations of eligibility, consult the National Register of
Historic Places, National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, Washington, D.C.
20240. Substantial portions of the order were incorporated into and modified by the
National Historic Preservation Act Amendments of 1980.
The Archaeological and Historic Preservation Act of 1974
Public Law 93-291 16 U.S.c. 469a
This act calls for the preservation of historic and archaeological data that would
otherwise be lost as a result of Federal construction or other federally licensed or assisted
activities. It authorizes the Secretary of the Interior; or the agency itself, to undertake
recovery, protection, and preservation of such data. When Federal agencies find that their
lmdertakings may cause irreparable damage to archaeological resources, the agencies shall
notify the Secretary of the Interior, in writing, of the situation. The agencies involved may
undertake recovery and preservation \vith their own project funds, 0, they may request the
Secretary of the Interior to undertake preservation measures.
Archaeological salvage or recording by the Historic American Buildings Surveyor
the Historic American Engineering Record are among the alternatives available to the
Secretary. This act presents two innovations over previous law: (1) previously, only dams
were covered, now all Federal projects are; and (2) up to 1 percent of project funds may
be used for this purpose. For further information consult the Interagency Resources
Division, National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240.
This act was amended by the National Historic Preservation Act Amendments of 1980.
Housing and Community Development Act of 1974
Public Law 93-333
This act replaces the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
categorical grant programs that previously ftmded urban renewal, planning, and other
federally assisted community development activities with a comprehensive block grant
program. Funds may be used for a broad range of community development activities. The
acquisition, rehabilitation, preservation, and restoration of historic properties, historic
preservation plaruung and surveys, and adaptive use of historic resources may be funded
with block grants. Funds "may be used as the match for grant money from NPS.
Communities receiving funds must comply with Federal laws and regulations protecting
historic resources; HUD has delegated these responsibilities directly to the recipients who
now ftmction as Federal officials. For further infOimation consult the Assistant Secretary
for Community Planning and Development, Department of Housing and Urban
Development, Washington, D.C. 20410.
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Emergency Home Purchase Assistance Act of 1974
Public Law 93-449 12 U.S. C. 1723e
This act authorizes Federal insurance fcr bans to finance the restoration or
rehabilitation of residential structm:es listed in or eligible for the National Register.
Address inquiries to Director, Title I Insmed Loan Division, Department of Housing and
Urban Development, 451 7th Street, SW, Room 6133, Washington, D.C. 20410.
Amendment to the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965
1976

Public Law 94-422 16 U.S.c. 4601-4

TIlis act allows the Secretary of the Interior, at his discretion, to increase the
maximum percentage of Federal funding from 50 percent to 70 percent for statewide
historic preservation plans, surveys, and project plans as allowed wlder the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966. It establishes a Historic Preservation Fund to carry out the
provisions of this act and establishes the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation as an
independent agency. Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act is amended to
direct Federal agencies to take into account in the planning process properties eligible for
inclusion in the National Register, as well as those already listed. For oother information
consult the Associate Director for Cultural Resources, National Park Service, U.S.
Department of the Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240.
Public Buildings Cooperative Use Act of 1976
Public Law 94-541 90 STAT. 2505, 40 U.S.c. 175
This act requires the General Service Administration (GSA) to acquire structures
of historic or architectural significance for Federal office buildings. Unless the choice is
infeasible and imprudent, GSA will give preference in its purchase and utilization of space
to historic structures over other existing structures and over the alternative of new
construction. GSA is also required to encomage the public use of such buildings by
accommodating commercial, cultural, educational, and recreational uses of them both dming
and outside regular Federal working hours and to provide the handicapped access to them.
Address inquiries to Historic Preservation Officer, General Services Administration,
Washington, D.C. 20405.
Archaeological ResolU"ces Protection Act of 1979
Public Law 96-95
TIlis act establishes terms and conditions for the granting of permits to excavate or
remove archaeological resources on public or Indian land. It provides for the custody and
disposition of resources removed and imposes criminal penalties for excavating, removing,
or damaging archaeological resources on these lands without a permit, and civil penalties
for violating regulations or permits issued under this act. It directs the Secretary of the
Interior to improve cooperation and exchange of information between (1) private
individuals with collections of archaeological resources and data, and (2) Federal authorities
responsible for the protection of archaeological resources on public and Indian land and
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professional archaeologists. For further information, consult the Interagency Resources
Division, National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240.
National Historic Preservation Act Amendments of 1930
Public Law 96-515
These amendments continue existing National Register programs, require public and
local government participation in the nomination process, and prohibit listing of properties
if the owner objects. 11le amendments specifically authorize the National Historic
Landmarks program, strengthen the role of State programs, establish statutory authority for
existing elements of programs (such as SHPOs, review boards, and public participation), and
establish statutory standards for State programs. The amendments require the States and
the Department of the InteriOI: to establish mechanisms to certify qualified local
govenunents to participate in nomination and funding progranls. Ten percent of historic
preservation fund (HPF) money is authorized for preserving threatened National Historic
Landmarks, demonstration projects, and training in preservation skills. The amendments
authorize $150 million annually for the HPF progranl for fiscal years 1982-87 and federally
guaranteed market-rate loans for preserving National Register properties. They establish
statutory responsibilities for Federal agencies to manage federally-owned historic properties,
surveys and nominations, recording of buildings to be lost, appointment of agency
preservation officers, leasing of historic Federal buildings, and increased sensitivity of
Federal progranls to meeting preservation objectives.

78

STATE OF FLORIDA PRESERVATION LAWS

The Historical ResoUl'ces Act
(Chapter 267,F.S. 1936)
This act, initially signed into law by the Governor in 1967, contains Florida's primary
historic preservation legislation. Citing the necessity to preserve the state's cultw'al heritage,
the law promulgates a series of goals and objectives for state action. It lists the historic
preservation responsibilities for each state agency in the Executive Branch, paralleling those
in the 1966 National Historic Preservation Act, which apply to federal agencies. The Florida
law creates the Division of Historical ResoW"ces within the Department of State as the
agency responsible for coordinatingand overseeing the state's historic preservation activities.
The division is charged under the law with carrying out on behalf of the state the programs
established by the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966.
FlOlidaEnvironmental Land and Water Management Act of 1972
(Chapter 280, F.S. 1986)
This act established "Areas of Critical State Concern" and requires within such areas
a review of the impact of projects upon historic and archaeological sites.
The Florida Coastal Management Act of 1978
(Chapter 380, F.S. 1985)
EnvirolUnental impact statements, required under this act, must address historic
resoW"ces.
The Florida State Comprehensive Planning Act of 1972
(Chapter 186, F.S.)
and
The State Comprehensive Plan
(Chapter 187, F.S.)
These acts direct the development of a state comprehensive plan, create regional
planning councils, and set forth requirements for protecting historic resoW"ces in state, local,
and regional planning efforts.
The Local Government Comprehensive Planning and Land Development Regulation Act
(Chapter 163, F.S. 1986)
This act requires historic resources to be addressed in each of the mandatory
elements prepared in conformance with state planning requirements.
Assessments: Part II Special Classes of Property
(Chapter 193.441-193.623 F.S.)
This act provides for a reduction in property taxes through a deferred tax liability
for the protection of archaeological and historic sites through development rights transfers.
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Consel"Vation Easements
(Chapter 704.06 (3) F.S.)
This act provides ecm:olllic
than fee acquisitions.

illCer!l!VCS

for protecting historic resources through less

Offenses Conceming Dead Bodies and Graves
(Chapter 872, F.S. 1985)
.
Although not a historic preservation law, the provisions of this act may apply to
prehistoric and historic grave sites.
Presel"Vation of Cemetel-ies and Bmials
(Chapter 872.05, F.S. 1987)
Although not originally intended as a preservation law, 872.05, F.S. 1987, provides
penalties for willfully destroying, mutilating, defacing, injuring or removing any tomb,
monument, gravestone, burial mound, earthen or shell monument containing human skeletal
remains or associated burial artifacts. Such action is a misdemeanor of the first degree.
However, if the damage to such property is greater than $100 or if any property removed
is greater than $100 in value, then the perpetrator is guilty of a felony of the third degree.
Further, Section 872.05, Florida Statutes provides that any person who knows or has
reason to know that an unmarked human burial is being disturbed, destroyed, defaced,
mutilated, removed, excavated, or exposed shall immediately notify the local law
enforcement agency with jurisdiction in the area where the wunarked hwnan burial is
located.
When an unmarked human burial is discovered other than during an
archaeological excavation authorized by the state or an educational institution, all activity
that may disturb the unmarked hwnan burial shall cease inunediately, and the district
medical examiner shall be notified. Such activity shall not reSWlle unless specifically
authorized by the district medical examiner or State Archaeologist.
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